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| MESSAGE I

LT GEN R P KALITA, UYSM, AVSM, SM, VSM,
GOC-IN-C, EASTERN COMMAND

“An institution that has been an edifice of
knowledge and military discipline for decades
now, stands tall and takes pride in the glory of

cadets who have walked through the prestigious
portals of our school, the alma mater Sainik School
Goalpara”

| am happy and proud to be an alumni of this great institution while it has
grown leaps and bounds in contributing to overall Nation Building. | am glad to know
that Old Boys Association Sainik School Goalpara is bringing out the annual magazine
“Bridge” for the year 2022-23. Sainik School Goalpara, since its inception, has been
excelling by shaping the future of younger generations and grooming them as future
leaders in varied fields. It is heartening to know that cadets from our school are excelling
not only in academics but also in co-curricular and extracurricular activities.

Old Boys Association has carved a niche as a single apex body of Sainik School
Goalpara alumni and ever since been working for the betterment of SSG, wellbeing of
its distinguished members and for larger social causes. On this occasion, we remember
with gratitude the founding members of the OBASSG, who laid the foundation of this
association and acknowledge the efforts of all those who contributed in making this
institution what it is today.

| exhort all members of OBASSG to join hands and come together in achieving
the objectives set forth by our predecessors. This edition of the magazine “BRIDGE” is a
milestone that marks our growth, unfolds our imaginations and gives life to our thoughts
and aspirations. It symbolises the wide spectrum of creative skills ranging from writing
to editing and even designing the magazine displayed by our members. | congratulate
the Editorial Board on its tireless efforts in bringing out this publication. | also extend my
sincere thanks to all personnel who have contributed to this magazine and enhanced its
perfection and beautification through their articles, stories, poems etc.

Individually and collectively let’s work to serve the cause of education, for the
betterment of the coming generations thereby contributing in overall Nation Building.

Let our Old Boys Association grow as an elite organization by contributing towards
societal development.

Jai Hind



EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2021-2023

DESIGNATION NAME ROLL NO. PHONE NO.

Adviser Nripen Choudhury ] 9854583195
Lt. Gen. Rana Kalita 817

AVM (Retd.) Sanjib Bordoloi 78 8800977022

President Brig. Ranjit Borthakur (Retd.) 212 9435408398

Working President Sachindra Das 160 9678010741

Anil Kr. Sarma 439 9435102064

Vice President Col. Padmalochan Barman (Retd.) 759 8414038801

Nabaneet Mahanta 2505 9435152371

General Secretary Jagadish Nath . 2030 8638372212

Treasurer Manisankar Singha 3114 9678085652

Legal Co-ordinator Masidur Islam 1439 8474023286

Joint Secretary Siddhartha Sankar Barua 1532 9435308086

Utpal Parashar 2052 8136087320

Diju Bharali 2454 8638091495

Mridul Kr. Deka 3139 7002551820

Manish Das 3415 9864720152

Executive Member Ashokananda Das 189 9811102609

Indrajit Dutta 1337 7002544142

Kishori Mohan Medhi 2174 9101370797

Manash Gogoi 2750 8473906039

Pranab Jyoti Barman 2818 9972879834

Alakesh Barman 3129 9435513822

Muid Zaman Ahmed 3238 7002379987

Gautam Rajkhowa 3460 9435056506

Ankuran Rajkumar 4749 8638022309

Dhriti Mohan Sarma 4764 8011383908

Ex-officio Member Anowar Hussain Saikia 438 9435147756

Abhigyan Prasad 2256 9435191884

Co-opted Member Girija Barman 1438 9435046336

Runjun Gogoi 2049 9864041433

Panchal Baruah 3445 9954089344

Saurabh Senapati 4510 7002865724

Deep Jyoti Deka 3601 9678403601
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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK

Dear Brothers,
Greetings from the editorial desk of BRIDGE 2022. The latest copy of the annual

BRIDGE magazine brought out by the Old Boys Association, Sainik School Goalpara

(OBASSG) is in your hands.
This year, unlike previous few years, the response for request seeking articles,

magazines, poems and more has been better from most ‘of our brothers and their
family members which has made things easier to fill up the pages. If you remember,
last year we were able to bring out only a small magazine of nearly 50 pages as there
were a very few articles received. This time we have been able to nearly double the
number of pages. But as we have noticed, there are a few contributors from whom we
get articles almost every year, while the response from many others has been tepid.

As we are all aware, this year happens to be the 400" birth anniversary of
Assam’s brave son and the legendary Ahom general Lachit Borphukan. While the
government is marking the event with number of programmes, we the BRIDGE also
decided it apt to dedicate this issue to the hero of Battle of Saraighat. We are thankful
to Lt Gen Pranab Kumar Bharali, VCM (Retd.) (354/Chilarai) for providing us with a
feature on Borphukan. Thanks are also due to Pritisha Kakati, daughter of Ganesh
Kakati (1175/Chilarai) for agreeing to paint Lachit Borphukan, which we have used as

the cover for this edition.
Pieces included in this edition ranges from poems composed by school students

- tofeatures of topics penned by senior officers of the defence forces. We have included
almost every article that we got within the specified deadline. Therefore, it would be
proper to expect difference in style and matter. Our request to all of you is to go

“through each of the articles keeping that in mind.
" Since, every edition of BRIDGE is brought out in a limited time span, it is to be

expected that there would be few errors. Request all brothers to browse through the
>ntire magazine and provide feedback so that the next edition came be an
mprovement on this one.
| As an aside and on a lighter note especially for those who love numbers, the
imber of articles received from brothers of Chilarai House was the highest, while
ose from Udaygiri were the least. We got nine articles from Chilarai, four each from
hit and Lohit, two from Aniruddha and only one from Udaygiri.
May the BRIDGE between us remain strong. Happy reading. Cheers.

Utpal Parashar
2052/Aniruddha




NOTE FROM PRESIDENT

Dear Friends,

It gives me a great pleasure to welcome all my seniors, colleagues and juniors
of our almamater to the 24th Annual General Meetingof our Association. It is always
a pleasure to be part of this great association.

You are all aware that due to Covid pandemic, we couldnot organise many of
our activities during last two years. However our association started its regular activities
and added a few more to their calender of events. For the first time OBA with support
from Axel Public School organized a open quiz competition on 9" November 2022.
The successful conduct of this mega event have encouraged us to include this event
in the yearly calender of OBA. We are singularly grateful to Sri Prasanta Choudhury
,an alumnus of our school and Secretary of Axel Public School for his whole hearted
support.

On the issue of a permanentlocation for our association, | would like to add
that in-spite of our best effort, the state government has not yet allotted land for the
same. In this connection | also want to offer my special thanks to Lt. Gen Rana Kalita,
GOC-in-C, Eastern Command, who has been in constant touch with us and also with
the Honourable CM of Assam for this purpose. Hopefully Honorable CM will take
positive steps soon. A permanent infrastructure is essential where we will build up a
training institution for preparing candidates for NDA and other competitive
examinations.

The lack of intake from our school to NDA continues to be a cause of concern.
OBASSG is seized with the issue and many steps are being initiated in conjunction
with schoolas well as with army authorities.

An organization to be viable and dynamic needs support and cooperation from
each one of us. May | request all of you to contribute towards the growth of
OBASSG.Together we can and we will.

Finally | once again thank all of you and | am sanguine that our organizatior
will grow from strength to strength.

Brig Ranjit Borthakur (Retc
212/Chilar




REPORT OF THE GENERAL SECRETARY, OBASSG

Presented at the 24™Annual General Meeting held on 26 November 2022 at Guwahati

Avery Good Morning to one and all present today. Honorable Chair of today’s meeting,
Chief Guest of today’s meeting, respected guest of honour; esteemed EC members of OBASSG:
respected members and guests. | extend my heartiest welcome to you all to the 24th AGM of
OBASSG. | hope that we shall all be having a very fruitful and fulfilling day.
At the outset, let me begin by offering my sincere thanks and gratitude to the august house
that had assembled in this venue a year ago and had shown faith in us, the Team EC, to carry
forward the mantle of OBASSG till 2023. | hope this report will somewhat justify the faith
reposed in us. Before even entering into the report, | would like to thank each and every
member of the team EC for thelir excellent efforts, sincere hard work and dedicated focus.
Actually, what we have been able to achieve this, is because the good work done by each one
the teaml For all successes, the team is to be credited and if anywhere, there’s been any
lacking, | take entlre responsibility for it!
Since the 23rd AGM on 27 November 2021, we have had six offline and one online meeting of
the Executive Committee to plan and discuss Issues, event and activities of the association.
And also, informally, members have been regularly meeting and interacting at different places
to discuss ways to take OBASSG and our Alma Mater forward. | must admit, many non-EC
members also have contributed immensely in such discussions, for sure.
During this period, from handing over the charges till date, a few activities and events have
been organized by OBASSG. | would like to record some of them here, as below:
Celebration of Republic Day: On the auspicious day of 26*" January, 2022. OBASSG celebrated
Republic Day by hoisting the national tricolor at Rukminigaon Catholic Cathedral premises.
Around 30 OBASSG members were present to mark the occasion.
Flood Relief and Heath Camps: OBASSG, with the generous contributions from its members
across the globe and with contributions from some well-wishers, conducted two flood relief
camps and one free health camp in Kaihati, Chamata, in Nalbari district, one flood relief
distribution activity in Karimganj district, with the help of South Assam Unit, especially Som
Sankar Biswas da & his team. Another flood relief camp was organized by the 1993-2000
batch of SSG in Hazarikapara in Darrang District under the banner of OBASSG. We thank Mridul
Deka and his batch mates for this wonderful work.
Blood Donation at Various Places on 15" August, 2022: Guwahati, Dhemaji, Nalbari, Goalpara,
Jorhat and Shillong. On the occasion of Independence Day, for the 13'" year, OBASSG organized
voluntary blood donation camp at Dr. B. B. Borooah Cancer Institute (BBCI). Besides, the various
units and chapters of respective locations at Dhemaji, Nalbari, Tezpur, Goalpara, Jorhat and
Shillong also organized such camps. A total of 120 units of blood were donated by the members
of OBASSG. We would like to thank HDFC Bank for being the refreshment partner of the Blood
Donation Events. Along with the event at BBCI, food packets were also distributed to the
inmates of the hospital. The food packets were contributed by Mr. Sachindra Kumar Das da.
We thank Dr. A. C. Kataki, the director of BCCl for his encouragement and continuous support
to carry on the event, year after year.
Felicitation of new Principal, SSG: This year, our Alma Mater welcomed a new principal, Col.
Y S Parmar. We OBASSG formally felicitated him on 3" September, 2022 at Guwahati and had
discussions about broad issues where OBASSG and SSG can work together for the benefit of
the school in particular and for the society, as a whole.



Late Manash Borah Memorial Debating Competition: After a Covid-induced gap of two years,
the prestigious Manash Borah Memorial North East Inter Institutional Debating Competition
was once 3gain organized this year on 31 May 2022. The competition attracted a huge number
of participants from across the state. As usual, the competition was open to students from
Class Xl to PG. The topic for this year’s competition was, in the opinion of the House, “India’s
stand on Russia-Ukraine Conflict is a matter of choice, not compulsion”. Honorable Speaker of
Assam Legislative Assembly graced the event as chief guest and inaugurated the event. In his
inaugural address, he praised OBASSG for being socially responsible and carrying out various
quality activities. | would like to thank Dr. Shehnaz Rahman bou, Managing Trustee, Manash
Borah Memorial Trust and Mr. Masidur Islam da along with his team for conducting the event
so very graciously and making it a huge success.

6MSME supported career counselling and motivational lecture: MSME in association with

OBASSG organized and conducted counselling and motivational sessions at Sainik School
Goalpara and Nalbari College.

Prashnam, the open quiz: Open Prize Money Quiz Competition was successfully organized on
9 November 2022 at Prgjyoti ITA, Machkhowa, Guwahati. The competition was presented
Jointly by Old Boys Association, Sainik School Goalpara (OBASSG) and Axel Public Scxhool,
Guwahati. PVSLN Murty, the CMD of NEDFI was the Chief Guest and formally inaugurated the
event. The competition was ably conducted by Quizmaster Dr. Upakul Sarmah, a well-known
name in the quizzing circles and currently the Deputy Registrar of TISS. Altogether 85 teams
from various parts of the state took part in the Prelims. The highlight was participation of five
teams from Sainik School Goalpara. There was a total of Rs. 75,000/- as Prize Money on offer
with 25,000, 20,000 and 15,000 for the first three teams and 5,000/- each for the losing finalists.
Besides there were trophies, certificates of merit and gift hampers for the finalists. The audience
also had a great time grabbing attractive gifts like Radio, glucometer, perfume sets and packets
of organic tea. The modalities of prize distribution were done by a team comprising, among
others, Brig (Retd.) Ranjit Borthakur, President, OBASSG and Prashanta Choudhury, Secretary,
Axel Public Society. The event was sponsored by Oil India Limited and State Bank of India and
the partners were The Assam Tribune, News Live, NENOW and EON Services. The entire event
was ably hosted by Dr. Abhigyan Prasad, the Organising Secretary. | would like to thank each of
our partners and associates for standing behind like solid rock and making the event such an
astounding success.

PRIZE WINNERS: Winning Team - Chilarai (Sayan Mazumdar, Bishwayan Bhattacharjee), 1st
Runners Up Team - Aniruddha (Souvik Bhattacharjee, Sandipan Goswami), 2nd Runners Up
Team- Ekalavya (Kumar Aditya Narayan Deb, Priyanuj Parashar) and Other Finalists were
Ashwani Kumar Sharma, Arunabh Sarma, Dilip Kumar Sharma, Dipankar Kaushik, Shaheen
Ahmed, Chiranjit Gam.

59" School Raising Day: We all are extended family members, courtesy SSG! As such, it holds
a special place in our hearts and may be because of this School Raising day considered a very
special day by all of us. Since last some years, school authorities decided to hold OBA Meet
with a congregation of old boys and their families by the authorities at SSG on special day.
However, due to Covid pandemic, the event wasn’t hosted by SSG. But this year, when it
started again, we could witness a huge turnout of old boys at the school on the 12*"November,
2022. The day is special for OBASSG for another reason also, OBASSG formally presents few
scholarships / prizes to some outstanding achievers of the school, instituted by members of
OBASSG in memory of their family members. We are thankful to Mr. Loken Das da, OBASSG
life member, for instituting ‘Nagendra Chandra Das memorial scholarship’ to be given every
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year to the topper of SSG entrance Examination from vernacular medium background. We
are thankful to 1993-2000 batch for awarding another scholarship to the student bagging
highest marks in the school in PCM at AISSE and Maj. Gen. (Retd.) Ananta Bhuyan da for
awarding a scholarship to the topper from the school at AISSCE. Making this year’s raising day
special, the 1990-97 batch presented two high resolution telescopes to the school. My sincere
thanks and gratitude to all the members of the said batch. | feel, we all can get inspired by this
gesture and can carry on from here.

Teachers’ Day: This year on Teachers’ Day, as a mark of respect to the contribution of our
respected teachers in shaping our lives, teams from OBASSG visited many of our respected
retired teachers, felicitated them and also interacted with them.

Now, let us discuss about few important issues which have somewhat bigger impact on the
association:

Life Members: Dear members, one of the strongest pillars of our Association is the Life
Members. | am pleased to announce that Col. Retd. Pranab Ch. Malakar da (364), Durjoy
Rabha (2151), Col. (Retd.) Balen Das da (258) and your truly, registered as life members this
vear. Next year being the silver jubilee year of OBASSG- AGM, we shall pursue aggressively to
bring in more and more members in this fold.

Website revamping: One of the major tasks that we undertook after taking over the reins was
this. We realized that in this digital era, any association or firm can’t sustain without a robust
digital support system. With a dedicated team, led by Pranab Jyoti Barman, Panchal Baruah
and Dhriti Mohan Sarmah, the process of revamping our website took place and the new look
website with many additional features is already live. The new revamped website is full of
new and interactive features supported by social platforms and payment gateway integration.
We hope that this interactive website with the facility of mobile application, payment gateway
and many other features would be a great help in attracting and engaging more and more
members to and with the OBASSG. We hope and appeal each member to put good use of this
platform and bring in maximum participation to the association and its activities.

Plot of Land: Our long-cherished dream, a plot of land at a suitable location in Guwahati, has
not yet materialized. The file is still in the office of the Deputy Commissioner of Kamrup
Metropolitan District. The team lead by Brig. (Retd.) Ranjit Borthakur da, honorable President,
OBASSG has been continuously pursuing the matter and even we did meet and apprised the
matter to Hon’ble Chief Minister. However, factors beyond control are playing a spoilsport in
this regard. We hope, with the help of some luck, we shall be won this ever-elusive plot-of
land this coming year. Lt. Gen. Rana Kalita da is also consistently supporting us in this endeavor.
12 A Registration: | am happy to let you know that that 12 A Registrationhas been completed
this year and we are in the process of applying for 80G. Thanks to Sachindra Kumar Das da for
his relentless efforts which has resulted into this.

On 27 November 2021, | was given the mandate by this august house to lead our Association.
Given that all of us have our own professional commitments, | tried my best to do justice to
the faith you had reposed in me. It is there for everyone to judge. In the road of carrying out
my responsibilities, | am lucky to have an able and highly supportive team at the EC who have
been guiding and helping me in every steps. | am sure, in the coming year too, | shall be
blessed with their continuous guidance, support and cooperation. There are many of our
members, outside the EC too, without whose guidance, support and help, we would not have
been able to do many things. | wish to record my sihcere gratitude and appreciation for all
those esteemed members for the smooth conduct of events and programmes. | express my
special gratitude to each of the executive committee members lead by our Honorable President,
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Brig. (Retd.) Ranjit Borthakur da. Special mention is for Nripen Choudhury da, Lt. Gen. Rana
Kalita Da, AVM (Retd.) Sanjib Bordoloi da, Sachin Das da, Ashokananda Das da, Anil Sarma da,
Anowar Hussain Saikia da, Girija Kanta Barman da, Utpal Parashar, Masidur Rahman da,
Siddhartha Sankar Baruah da, Abhigyan Prasad, Kishori Medhi, Mridul Deka, Alakesh Barman,
Muid Zaman, Mansh Gogoi, Diju Bharali, Panchal Baruah, Pranab Jyoti Barman, Dhritimohan
Sarma, Deepjyoti Deka, for constant suppert and for everything. | would also like to record
our sincere thanks and appreciation for our various chapters and units for their activities during
the period.

Outside the EC, special mention must be made for Som Sankar Biswas da, Dr. Sashanka Baruah
da and team, Subhash Das da, Dr. Rajjyoti Das da, Bharadwaj Gogoi, Rupam Sarma, Anirban
Choudhury, Devajit Kalita da, Tapash Ghosh, Biswajit Kakoti, Parag Saikia, Loken Das da,
Debojyoti Dutta da, Prasanta Choudhury da, Deep Roy and others. My sincere apologies for
missing some names as my memory is betraying me, at the moment. Whatever we have
achieved is team work. The shortcomings, | realize, so many! are entirely mine. We express
our sincere gratitude to and appreciation of our valued sponsors and partners of all the events
and activities.

Dear friends and brothers, with my association with OBASSG for so many years,| have realized
that as the alumni association of Sainik School Goapara, the kind of reputation that school
and its alumni have, we shall need to work harder and harder and have miles to cover. One
hard fact which need to be thought about is, how do we bring the similar sort of bonding and
camaraderie at the level of the association, which is therewithin batchmates?It’s an irony that
we have not been able to leverage this strength of bonding and camaraderie that we share
among batchmates to the level of our association. Use of technology may a help in this regard
and therefore, we now have implemented a new digital strategy in the form of revamped
website, social media integration etc. to try and overcome physical barriers of distance and
time. | would appeal everyone to exploit the features of websites, social media tools and
other digital means to remain connected with each other, keep giving feedback on activities
and works of OBASSG. All kinds of constructive criticism are most welcome and | assure on
you all that we would accept such constructive suggestions with open mind and work on
those.

As we all are aware that, Silver Jubilee of OBASSG AGM would be celebrating in 2023 and the
Diamond Jubilee of our alma Mater in 2024, | would appeal everyone to take active part in
planning, deciding, supporting and executing of events and activities to celebrate both.If we
want to make OBASSG stronger and sustainable, we need to deepen the bond, to bring more
and more members on board and have larger participation.

Many a times, for all good work done are credited to the team EC of OBASSG, but | would like
to openly confess that there are much more non-EC active OBASSG members without whose
constant support and cooperation, it wouldn’t be possible to carry out any activity, let alone
be make a success out of it! Therefore, |, from core of my heart, would like to express my
thanks and gratitude to all such members for being there. You all are not just a huge support
but also a constant source of inspiration.

As GS, or my personal behalf and on behalf of the entire team, the people behind the screen
and all others present here,once again, | express my thanks and gratitude.

Cheers to the SSG spirit; long live SSG; long live OBASSG. Jai Hind!

26 November 2022 Jagadish Nath
Guwahati 2030/ Chilarai
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SALUTATIONS

Loken Das
1704/Lohit

Salute SSG on raising day.

Every 12 November | salute you.

| salute the spirit of ‘Sarva Me Sadhyam’
Everything is possible.

The spirit ingrained, we try and put best of our effort to whatever we do..

We succeed not because we always do best but because we accept even failure
with grace and then strive to overcome,
give the best and try for the best.

For,

we were taught to be sainiks in spirit
whether we don the uniform or not.

‘We value the spirit of ‘we’
in work, home, friends......
that spirit, be one among those you are with, that sense of belonging.

Being forthright and honest is the format of life we are fitted in to,
the spirit that sees us through.

But for being chiseled by you

O my alma mater

I would have been a lost soul.

It’s for you that the spirit lives on
marching past the hurdles of life
The spirit of Sarba Me Sadhyam....

Saluting the Red and Green Flag.

AR XX




| COULDN’T SMILE THROUGH MY PAIN

Late Dr. Shubhalakshmi Nath Kakati
W/O Ganesh Kakati
1175/Chilaraj

| couldn’t smile through my pain.

| wish | could.

Everyone wanted me to forget my pain.

But how could |.

When dark clouds loomed large.

| couldn’t smile through my pain

| wish I could.

Everyone wanted me to be my old self.

But how could |

When thoughts of an unknown journey look
Gripped me in fear.

| couldn’t smile through my pain

| wish | could.

Everyone wanted me to be join society

But how could |

When my familiar body turned into an alien
Not knowing how it would response.

| couldn’t smile through my pain

| wish | could.

Everyone wanted me to be happy

But how could |

When thoughts of my kids sailing through life alone
Tormented me day and night.

o4
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| couldn’t smile through my pain

| wish | could.

Everyone wanted me to live

But how could |

When all | could think of was death.

Oh! How | wished | was brave enough

To face everything that life had to offer

| listen to spiritual gurus teaching us

To accept pain with a grace

Because it is the result of karmal!

But how can the law of karma be justified?

When humans suffer of something they aren’t even aware of
Oh! How can | accept that | was a terrible sinner in my past life.
When | have never knowingly hurt anyone in my present life.

A2 A X
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FIGHTERS AT THE BORDERS

Ananya Barman
D/o Girija Kanta Barman
1438/Lohit

The head where the service cap is put is missing

The arm where the stars are clipped is missing

The hand where the gun was held is missing

The body where the uniform was worn is missing

The waist where the belt was curved is missing

The mouth from where the slogans and promises

for their motherland was sworn is shut

The last place where the war was held to own is ours now
because of you but the reason of whom we achieved it is no more
The motherland where you were born is idle

The flag you took to wave is waved by you but we were aware
of the fact that there would be two flags,

One waved and another wrapped on you

*e 000
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THE CROSSROADS

You too shall stand one day,

At that cross road of the woods of life, as they say!

‘Lovely’, it might not be , but

‘Dark’ it definitely is!

But come what may, choose you have to,
Easy, it seldom is;

And mind you, be aware of the lure,

That traps many.

An Easy path isn’t the key, axe that thought,
If you ever had any.

Putting your comfort at the back foot,

Gather your guts, and get busy
Never fall for the illusions, dear

A XXX

Dhriti Mohan Sarma
4764/Udaygiri



LEGENDARY GENERAL
MAHABIR LACHIT BORPHUKAN

Lt. General Pranab Kumar Bharali, VSM (Retd)

Mahabir Lachit Borphukan, the
seventeenth century iconic Ahom
general who decisively defeated the
invading mughal army in the battle of
Saraighatis a household name in Assam.
He is the most illustrious general in the
history of Assam. Anecdote of his
patriotism where he behaded his lazy
and inefficient uncle for lagging behind
in construction of the defences uttering,
“my uncle is not greater than my
country” is a folklore. Story of his leading
the troops to the naval battle of
Saraighat despite running high fever
stands as a legend of leadership in battle.
Today, with love and respect he is
deservedly honoured as Mahabir Lachit.
Example of his bravery and leadership
in battle as a warrior is unparalleled in
the history of Assam.

Analysis of attributes of
generalship of Mahabir Lachit reaffirms
his position as the most illustrious
general in the history of Assam and

58

354/Chilarai

qualifies to be one of the legendary
historical heroes of India, at per with
Maharana Pratap and Chhatrapati
Shivaiji.

Lachit did not inherit his
generalship. He rose through the ranks
of service from the lowest rung to the
highest, one step at a time to become
the Borphukan or the highest general of
the Ahom army. His proficiency in tactics,
strategy and administration were
validated in the battlefield. Thus he was
a wholesome general who also
possessed first hand experience and
flavour of the ground level soldier.

He was the seventh child of
Mumai Tamuli Borboruah. La in Tai
language mens child and Chit means
seven. That is how he got the name
Lachit. He was taught to read and write,
he was also trained in the skills of
soldiering. After completing his studies
he got his first assignment as the Hasoti
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dhora tamuli of minister in the kings
court. This is equivalent to private
secretary to a minister in today’s time.
This exposure gave him the opportunity
to learn the art of administration which
is essential for a good general.
Thereafter he became Ghora Baruah or
the incharge of the royal stables.
Subsequently, he was appointed as the
incharge of the Simaluguri fort. This is
where he started imbibing early lessons
of generalship.

In 1662 mughals under Mir Jumla,
then governor of Bengal attacked Assam
and reached upto the capital at Gargaon.
Ahom king Jaydhwaja Singha fled the
capital. That saved his life but he was
forced to sign a humiliating treaty as per
which he was forced to accept mughal
suzerainty, cede western half of ahom
kingdom from Koliabor westwards to
mughals and pay penalty for the cost of
war plus an annual tribute. Besides, his
own daughter had to be sent to mughal
harem at Delhi. He was so heartbroken
that he died soon thereafter. He was
succeeded by king Chakradhwaja Singha.

Chakradhwaja Singha decided to
re establish Ahom sovereignty over the
kingdom. He started assembling an
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expeditionary army and in 1667
appointed Lachit as the Borphukan or
the chief of that Army. Preparing an
army into an effective expeditionary
force which is basically an attacking army
needed generalship of extraordinary
caliber. Restructuring , equipping and
training such a force called for expertise
of the highest order. Subsequent
performance of this force in the battle
field is proof enough that Lachit
provided the needed professional
acumen and created the the kind of
force which was the need of the hour
for the kingdom.

Ability to analyse the terrain of
the intended area of operations to
extract strategic and tactical advantage
out of it while simultaneously denying
the same to the enemy is the basic
operational attribute of a general. From
the terrain analysis he also draws out the
final objectives of his operations. Lachit
must be given highest credit for
complete understanding of military
implications of Brahmaputra river and
the hills on its banks for defence of ahom
kingdom. Understanding the military
implications of complete terrain of the
kingdom without the help of modern
day technologies like satellite imagery,
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aerial photography or even surveyed
maps is an wonder in itself. He
understood that invaders must be
denied the use of Brahmaputra as well
as it’s either banks to progress their
operations. Brahmaputra flows through
Assam in multiple channels where
denying this river to the enemy is almost
impossible. However at Guwahati it
flows in a single channel between
Agyathuri hills in the north bank and
Kamakhya hills in the south bank. This is
the ideal place to deny the river to the
enemy. He, therefore, arrived at the
military imperative that the invaders
must be pushed west of Guwahati.
However, the extent of western
boundary must be kept close enough
to Guwahati so that the lines of
communication upto the western
boundary remain tactically viable. This
is how he arrived at the brilliant military
aim of clearing Guwahati from mughals
and pushing them westwards only upto
Manas river.

Mahabir Lachit progressed his
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enemy. He planned brilliantly to draw
the enemy out of Guwahati by attacking
in strength the mughal camp at the
north bank. He kept a guerrilla force
awaiting on the south bank to attack
Guwahati at an appropriate time.
Unaware of the guerrilla force the
mughal commander at Guwahati sent
out a sizeable force to reinforce their
camp at the north bank which was under
attack. Lachit was prepared to beat back
the counter attack by these reserves and
hold his ground. He simultaneously
seized this opportunity and launched a
guerrilla attack at night on Guwahati.
Ahom soldiers advanced stealthily and
poured water into the cannons of the
mughals thereby making the cannons
unusable. Thereafter, in a swift attack his
forces captured Guwahati along with the
governor and a large number of mughal
soldiers. Mughals started retreating
westwards. Lachitadvanced upto Manas
river and liberated the Ahom territory
ceded to Mir Jumla. This brilliant piece
of tactics executed with meticulous
timing by a balanced force could have

operations from Koliabor along both the
banks of Brahmaputra, pushing the
mughals westwards. Guwahati which is

situated on the south bank of
Brahmaputra was strongly held by the

been conceptualised and executed only
by a brilliant general.

Another imperative for a general
is to understand the qualities, strength
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and weaknesses of his own army as well
as that of the enemy. Thereafter his
strategy should be to employ the
strength of his army against the
weakness of the enemy and at the same
time ensure that he denies the adversary
to use their strength against the
weakness of his forces. Mahavir Lachit
Borphukan displayed extraordinary
brilliance in all these attributes of a
general.

After capture of Guwahati,
Mahabir Lachit did not sit idle on his
laurels. He could visualise that the
mughals will not accept defeat so easily.
They will attack again with a large army
to avenge their defeat. So he started
preparing his defences meticulously to
deny capture of Guwahati by mughals.
On the north bank he chose to prepare
defences based on hills of Agyathuri and
Alaboi. In the south bank he planned his
defences from the Kamakhya hills
southwards upto the hills of present day
Meghalaya. He also planned to deny the
banks of Brahmaputra river for landing
operations by naval boats of the enemy.
He knew that cavalry and navy were the
major strength of the mughal army. So
his defences were aimed at denying the
mughals use of their cavalry and the
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navy. He prepared defences based on
ditches and bunds to prevent cavalry
charge. It was further strengthened by
placing spikes to deter the cavalry.
Defences had gaps of six arm’s length or
9 feet width in the plains and nine arm’s
length or 13.5 feet width in the hills for
own soldiers to move in and out of the
defences for their operations. To protect
against naval attacks, stockades were
built and spikes were placed on the
possible sites on the river banks which
could have been used by attacking navy
to land soldiers. He also built up a
worthwhile Ahom Navy, with local small
sized boats. Example of such meticulous
professional preparation of defences on
the face of the enemy in the
seventeenth century is extremely rare in
the history anywhere in the world.

Bln the meanwhile Aurangzeb
ascended the mughal throne at Delhi. He
ordered the governor of Bengal Siasta
Khan to capture the Ahom kingdom.
Siasta Khan sent an expeditionary force
under Raja Ram Singh, king of Amber,
present day Jaipur in Rajasthan. This
formidable force consisted of 30,000
infantry, 18,000 archers, 15,000 cavalry
with horses of Arabian breed, 5000
gunners with 1000 pieces of artillery and
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a large flotilla with sailors of Dutch and
Portuguese origin. On the other side
Lachit expedited his preparation of
defences. It was in one such tasks of
preparing the defences that he found his
own uncle too slack in supervising the
task, Lachit was so outraged by the
laziness of his uncle that he behaded him
uttering that ‘my uncle is not greater
than my country’. This episode is an
immortal epitome of patriotism
displayed by Mahabir Lachit Barphukan.

Ram Singh'’s forces contacted the
Ahom defences at Guwahatiin 1669 but
failed to penetrate them. So, Ram Singh
decided to lay a seize around Guwahati,
which lasted more than an year. During
the seize, mughal army made a nhumber
of attacks to breach the Ahom defences.
But, the Ahom defences were tactically
well laid out, those defences denied the
mughals to charge the defenders with
their superior cavalry. Mughals failed in
all their attempts. Such was the tactical
brilliance of Mahabir Lachit Barphukan
as a general. Mughals then, made
attempts to breach the Ahom defences
by naval attacks. But the stockades and
the spikes planted on the sand banks by
the defenders foiled those attacks.
Display of such tactical brilliance of naval
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warfare by an army general is indeed
rare.

Repeated attacks by the mughals
both by land as well as through the river
route were successfully stopped by the
tactically well laid out Ahom defences.
In the meantime monsoon set in and the
mughal army got stranded in their
camps. Brilliant general, Lachit, exploited
this opportunity and started carrying out
guerrilla raids at night on their camps
and inflicted heavy casualties. Ram Singh
was terribly upset by these attacks but
could not save his losses. He could only

critise them as ‘thieve’s tactics’.

Superb Ahom defences foiled every
attempt of Ram Singh to penetrate
them. Frustrated Ram Singh did not
hesitate to pull out ather non ethical
tricks from his hat. He tried to bribe
Lachit to vacate Guwahati, but, did not
succeed to corrupt patriotic Lachit. He
then challenged Lachit to one to one
duel. Lachit displayed extreme maturity
turning down the offer. He was a
responsible general who understood
that the stakes were too large to accept
a personal gamble of that nature. Ram
Singh then stooped even lower, he tried
a ruse. He tied a letter to an arrow and
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shot it into Ahom camp. Letter stated
that Lachit has agreed to vacate
Guwahati for three lakh gold coins out
of which one lakh has already been paid,
therefore, everyone should vacate
Guwahati immediately. This letter found
its way to the king. King was furious with
anger. Matured prime minister Atan
Buragohain tried to calm down the king.
However, the king did not prove to be
equally matured. He ordered that Lachit
should come out from the camp and face
the mughals. This forced Lachit to come
out from his defences in contravention
to his good tactical practices and attack
the mughals in the plains of Alaboi. That
turned out to be a true disaster. Superior
cavalry and artillery of Ram Singh was
too much for the Ahoms. In one single
day’s battle Ahoms lost 10,000 men.
With great difficulty balance Ahoms
were able to retreat into their camp.
Thanks to the professional acumen of
Lachit as a general, it was once again the
tactical sturdiness of the defences that
saved the Ahom army from the hot
pursuit of the mughal cavalry.

Massive loss at Alaboi adversely
affected the morale of the Ahoms while
it was a shot in in the arms of the
mughals as they tasted major victory for
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the first time. However, Ram Singh knew
that the success was mainly attributable
to the Ahoms stepping out of their
defences. Efforts to penetrate their
defences may not yet yield success. So,
he decided to exploit the success of
Alaboi with a naval attack through
Brahmaputra.

Mughals had large vessels with
cannons mounted on either side. Owing
to their size, such boats were slow for
manoeuvring, while the makeshift Ahom
navy consisted of small but highly agile
boats. Seeing the huge size of the
mughal navy, Ahoms, whose morale had
already taken a beating due to losses in
Alaboi, started loosing their morale
further and started retreating. At that
time Lachit was physically indisposed
with high fever. Notwithstanding his
illness, he ordered his men to raise him
to a boat and got-ready to fight the
enemy. Once again thanks to leadership
of Lachit Barphukan, this examplary
show of personal bravery by their
general had an electrifying effect on
each and every soldier. Their morale got
boosted up. They all rose to fight the
enemy, at the famous battle of
Saraighat. Small and agile boats of the
Ahom navy expertly manoeuvre:
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around the mughal boats and succeeded
in achieving a complete victory against
the mughal navy who were totally at a
loss to deal against such swift

manoeuvres.

After this defeat, Ram Singh never
again dared to attack the Ahoms.
Mughals were made to retreat upto
Manas river. Ram Singh went onto
record his praises for Ahom army. He
wrote that “ every Ahom soldier knows
how to row boats, how to shoot arrows,
how to dig defences and how to fire
cannons and firearms. | have never seen
such versatile soldiers in any part of India
“. He further wrote about Lachit
Barphukan, ‘ kudos to the king, kudos
to the general, kudos to the country.
Even, |, Ram Singh being personally
present in the battlefield, could not find
a single opportunity or any loophole to
defeat this individual who leads all the
forces’.

€3

Generalship of Mahabir Lachit
compares very closely with Maharana
Pratap and Chhatrapati Shivaji. All three
of them were almost contemporaries
and each one of them fought against the
mughals whose armies were led by
rajput generals. Even those opposing
generals were related to each other.
Mahabir Lachit fought against Raja Ram
Singh. Chhatrapati Shivaji fought against
Raja Jai Singh who was the father of Raja
Ram Singh and Maharana Pratap fought
against Raja Man Singh who was the
grand father of Raja Jai Singh. Even Saista
Khan who fought against Shivaji as
mughal governor of Deccan is the same
person who later became mughal
governor of Bengal whose army fought
against Mahabir Lachit. It is therefore
logical that the heroism and brilliance
of generalship of Mahabir Lachit be
recognised at the national level at per
with Maharana Pratap and Chhatrapati
Shivaji.

XA XX
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WAR MEMORIALS

“When you go home, tell them
of us and say, for your tomorrow, we
gave our today.”

There was an article by Cadet
Hekiye Sema of Lachit House in our
school journal in 1966/67 titled, if |
remember correctly, “Nagaland My
Home”. Apart from his lucid and
beautiful narrative about the youngest
and the new state of Nagaland, what still
remains fresh in my mind is the poignant
memory of the above evocative epitaph
enshrined on the Kohima War Memorial
which he described touchingly in the
article. This was built in memory of
soldiers of the British empire who laid
down their lives to repel the Japanese
assault in 1944 during the World War -
[l. This was to commemorate their
supreme sacrifices. Like all such epitaphs
this too is very emotive and heart-
rending. That this epitaph was flashed
or came up time and again on many an
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occasion added to its being embedded
in my mind and continues to haunt me.

War Memorials are a befitting
homage to fallen heroes in the service
of their motherlands. The impressive
and majestic India Gate in Rajpath, New
Delhi was built by the Britishers to pay
tribute to the fallen Indian Soldiers who
made the supreme sacrifices during the
World War - | and the Afghan War. But
sadly and surprisingly no Indian
government since independence
thought about or deemed it fit to
construct a National War Memorial
(NWM) to honour our fallen heroes
since independence. The Amar Jawan
Jyoti was built under the India Gate as a
token to honour the soldiers who laid
down their lives in the 1971 War. Frankly
it is not even a consolation for a War
Memorial. There are some regional and
individual memorials. All the same, it’s
a matter of great shame that there was
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no central NWM to commemorate and
pay homage to our heroes or martyrs of
1947-48 J&K conflict, the 1962 China
War, 1965 and 1971 Wars, the
aperations of the ill-fated IPKF (Indian
Peace Keeping Force) in Srilanka from
1987 to 1990 and also the Kargil War of
1999.

This speaks volumes about our
lackadaisical attitude towards those -
“Who Gives Their Todays For Our
Tomorrows.” It may be easy to put the
entire blame on successive governments
and the corrupt, characterless as well as
the unprincipled politicians. But in
reality we as a nation and as a society
are a bunch of ungrateful, incorrigible
and irresponsible lot. We regard a
soldier’s life as cheap and expendable.
We expect him to give his best and
everything, including his life. But we are
hesitant to treat him with honour and
dignity, provide him the basic amenities,
pay and perks. What’s more not even
proper ammunition and
equipment to fight. Anyway, this is
another story for another day.

arms,

After decades of apathy and
hesitancy, in 2014, the new government
decided to built a NWM and catered for
funds for it and thus the long waited
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dream was set rolling to be a reality.
However, a lot of political brinkmanship
and ideological bickering accompanied
by political/bureaucratic bungling
followed. Be that as it may, finally, the
project for the National War Memorial
was completed and was inaugurated and
dedicated to the nation by the Hon’ble
Prime Minister on 25 Feb 2019. The
NWM in New Delhi in the majestic
Rajpath and Central Vista complex has
been built in harmony with the existing
layout and symmetry of the entire area.
This is an edifice or a shrine, in fact the
War Memorial in Melbourne is called
The Shrine of Remembrance, to
celebrate a war or victory or to
commemorate those who died or were
injured in all our wars. It provides an
opportunity to the visitors to pay their
tributes, express their feelings and
develop a conscious connect with the
monument, with the institution and
people in whose memory and reverence
it has been built. The memorial attempts
to invoke a deep sense of gratitude and
a moving experience and serves as a
symbol of patriotic inspiration and
motivation for future generations.

Thousands of soldiers of the Indian
Armed Forces have made the supreme



BRIDGE:2022

sacrifice in various wars and conflicts to
defend the sovereignty and integrity of
our country after our independence. The
National War Memorial represents the
collective gratitude of our citizens to its
valiant heroes of the Armed Forces. The
Memorial will help strengthen the sense
of belonging, high moral values, sacrifice
and national pride in our citizens. It shall
stand testimony to the sacrifices made
by our soldiers during various Wars,
Conflicts, United Nations Operations,
Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster
Response Operations.

It’s a matter of pride and honour
for us that we now have a War Memorial
in Guwahati. The Guwahati War
Memorial is dedicated to the martyrs
from Assam who fought for the nation
and died in the process. It was opened
to the nation in 2016. It is a tribute to
and mark of our reverence for the
heroes who sacrificed their lives for our
motherland. Homage is paid to the
martyrs on special occasions like the
Martyrs Day, Flag Day, Kargil Vijay Diwas
etc by Civil and Military dignitaries and
the public. The memorial aims to instill
and spread the feeling of patriotism
among the younger generations.
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The brilliant architecture, design
and concept of the memorial adds to
and enhances the spectacular
ambience and environment of the
Dighali Pukhuri. It is now a popular
tourist spot in the city. The memorial
houses a replica of ‘Amar Jawan’,
mounted old pieces of old equipments
like Fighter Aircraft, Tank, Missiles and
some wonderful sculpted imitations of
the famous Saraighat Battle. All in all,
the site is a beautiful initiative by the
Rajya Sainik Board (RSB) of the state
government and an amazing way to add
beauty to the historical spot. Cmde
Kamlesh Chandra Choudhury, former
Director of the RSB, an SSGian, was the
man behind the this dream project. He
along with his team of veterans
executed and completed this daunting
task despite severe hurdles and
oppositions, obstructions and
distractions including a legal battle by
a group of people posing as social
workers and intellectuals of Assam. We
are grateful to Cmde Choudhury and his
team for the WM which is now listed
as one of the points of tourist
attractions of Guwahati.
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SPECIAL HELIBORNE OPERATION (SHBO) :
BANGLADESH WAR OF LIBERATION-1971

This is one operation flown by a
band of helicopter pilots of IAF in the
1971 War of Bangladesh Liberation that
probably has no parallel in the annals of
military history. Lesser known, and
strangely unsung for 50 yrs, this is the
actual versionof the bold use of unarmed
Mi-4 helicopters, by late Lt Gen Sagat
Singh PVSM, to air lift elements of IV

Gp Capt Debananda Gohain
17/Chilarai

Corps, across the formidably wide
Meghna river obstacle, to corner Pak
army at Dacca, which led to the
liberation of Bangladesh in a quick
manoeuvre battle that dazzled the world
during 1971 Indo-Pak war. It was an
impromptu act of war by General Sagat
Singh, without a doctrine, training or
precedent.
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The Special Heli-Borne
Operation (SHBO), a leap across Meghna
by troops of Indian Army deep behind
enemy lines, was facilitated by 10 Mi-4s
doing round and round shuttles all night
on 9 Dec 71. This operation not only
isolated Paki 14 Bde at the fortified
Bhairab Bazar garrison (near Dacca), but
also cleared the way for our troops to
advance 25 km south-west and capture
Narsinghdi, clear the path to Dacca, by
the very next day.

From 11-13 Dec 71, in round the
clock shuttles by the same helicopters
airlifted more troops with their stores,
dismantled field guns with ammao, across
Meghna from Brahmanbaria to
Narsingdi. The operation continued day
and night on the 14™ & 15* Dec 71 and
the same Mi-4s ferried a portion of 23
Mtn Div over the widest part of
Meghna.

The most notable feature of this
operation are the courage and
commitment displayed by the helicopter
crew who flew day and night for almost
10 days without proper rest and food.
Mi-4 helicopter had a very limited
capability of flying by night and it could
barely carry 12-15 personnel with light
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equipment. However, at the end of the
operation the 10-12 helicopters had
helilifted almost 6000 troops of Indian
Army and Mukti Bahini with heavy loads
like mortars and field guns in dismantled
conditions. There were places where
they faced stiff opposition from the Pak
Army who fired on the slow-moving
helicopters. But heliborne operations
continued undeterred. Few helicopters
that suffered damage like bullets holes
going through and through were
immediately patch repaired and sent
back for operation. Fortunately, there
was no injury to crew and as the
surrender ceremony of Pakistani troops
were to take place at Dacca, the same
helicopters were used to transport
senior officers and dignitaries into
Dacca. In terms of aerial war effort by
any air assets, or sorties / hrs flown by
pilots, the round the clock contribution
of Mi-4s and its valiant pilots of 110 HU,
commendably out did others like them
manyfold !

The oil painting of mine captures
the forming-up of the first company of
10 Bihar, after their insertion at
Narsingdi, while 4 Guards were still
fighting to clear enemy pockets, early
morning on 11 Dec 71.
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A REFRESHING DAY

Nostalgically one would have
loved to be a part of an event held at
the old school building premises at
Baladmari, Goalpara where axom axom
0 al axom was sung many times over in
the assembly ground. That is where
some glorious years were spent and
have fond memories that cannot be
wiped out even after more than 50 years
of leaving school in 1972. Friendship that
we have had with fellow classmates,
seniors and juniors is beyond parallel. It
is not known if there is an institution
elsewhere wherein every student is
friends with every other student,
teachers and others associated with the
school irrespective of the age. This
adorable feeling brought us to the 59th
Raising day on the 12th November 2022
to the present premises at Mornoi
because the school firmly and
permanently stood there and an event
related to Sainik School Goalpara held
anywhere was equally important. In our
daily life how often are we referred to
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as sainik school boys even after five
decades of being out of it. It speaks
volumes about SSG. Prestigious.

It was at our classmate Ranjit
Borthakur’s initiative that we Bipul
Sarma, Minendra Narayan Bora,
Sachindra Das,Uday Barman and this
writer reached the school premises on
time from Guwahati. It was gracious of
the Principal, Vice Principal,
Administrive Officer, teachers and others
including the boys to warmly receive the
guests. Arrangements were of very high
order. Talking cordially to the officers,
teachers, boys past and present took us
to the sweet old days in the sixties and
early seventies trying to figure out if we
missed anything then or they now. And
ofcourse comparison was not of any
importance. Today they do have a much
wider area for sports and other
activities. In those days we had to use
Goalpara College field,TCPC ground and
Jail ground far away from the school
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campus for sports activities. Boys and all
employees now are fortunate that they
can live in the same campus with
excellent building accommodation.
Earlier in the Goalpara campus boys
staying in bamboo.fenced Chilarai and
Udaygiri houses had a tough time coping
up with chilling winter. Boys in Lachit and
Lohit houses were lucky to have found
good accommodation.That is also a fond
memory now. It was good to see the
present young boys moving around
cheerfully enjoying each other’s
company. Accommodation in the houses
IS spacious, enough space to move
around. The yard surrounded by the
rooms for each house serves a useful
purpose giving a breathing and
exercising space.
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The school does have a very big
nicely maintained compound with
multiple clean buildings and smooth play
grounds which should be helpful for
mental and physical development of the
boys in particular and all those living in
the premises in general. The roads
connecting the useful places of interest
and the greenery all around are a
delightful treat to the eyes.

It was a peaceful and pleasant
day full of activities. A refreshing day of
this nature with smiles and cheerfulness
all around will keep a lot of stress away.
Wish we could stay in the premises and
spend a year or two in the present
environment with lots of fun becoming
boys again.

XX XX
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WOMEN'’S ROLE IN INDIA’S
STRUGGLE FOR INDEPENDENCE

Without mentioning the
contributions of women to the Indian
Freedom Struggle, the history of the
Indian Freedom Struggle would be
incomplete. The sacrifices made by the
women of India shall take precedence.
They fought with unwavering fortitude
and bravery in the face of different
tortures, exploitations, and sufferings in
order to secure our independence.

When the majority of the men
freedom fighters were imprisoned, the
women stepped forward to lead the
fight. The list of remarkable women
whose names have gone down in history
for their unwavering dedication to
India’s service is long.

Women’s engagement in India’s
independence struggle dates back to
1817.Bhima Bai Holkar fought heroically
against British colonel Malcolm in
guerrilla warfare and overcame
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him.Many women including Rani
Channama of Kittur, Rani Begam Hazrat
Mahal of Avadh fought against British
East India company in the 19th century;
30 years before the “First War of
Independence 1857”.

Women’s contributions to the
War of Independence (the Great Revolt)
of 1857 were commendable, and even
the Revolt’s leaders admired them. Rani
of Ramgarh, Rani Jindan Kaur, Rani Tace
Bai, Baiza Bai, Chauhan Rani, and
Tapasvini Maharani led their forces into
war with courage.

Rani Lakshmi Bai of Jhansi,
whose bravery and. exceptional
leadership set a shining example of true
patriotism. Women from all walks of life,
all castes, religions, and communities
joined the national movement, including
those from educated and liberal
households, as well as those from rural
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areas and from all walks of life, castes,
religions, and communities.

In the twentieth century, Sarojini Naidu,
Kasturba Gandhi, Vijayalakmi Pundit,
and Annie Besant are names that are still
known for their individual contributions
on the battlefield and in politics.

The First War of Independence
(1857-1858) was the first major uprising
against the British East India Company’s
control. The Doctrine of Lapse, as well
as the distribution of greased cow and
pig fat cartridges to Indian soldiers in
Meerut, ‘started the fire.” Furthermore,
the adoption of the British educational
system and a variety of social changes
enraged a large segment of the Indian
population, resulting in widespread
agitation and a serious challenge to
British control.

The East India Company was
brought under the direct jurisdiction of
the British Crown as a result of this
agitation. Even though the British were
able to put it down within a year, it was
undoubtedly a popular uprising in which
the Indian rulers, masses, and militia all
engaged so enthusiastically that it
became known as the First War of Indian
Independence. Rani Lakshmibai was the
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great heroine of India’s first
independence fight. She was a living
example of patriotism, self-respect, and
heroism. She was the empress of a vast
empire of grandeur, despite being the
queen of a little country.

The strike wave was followed by
General Dyer’s Jallianwala Bagh
massacre, in which an unarmed
gathering of 10,000 Baisakhi celebrators
was savagely massacred with nearly
1600 rounds of ammunition. Despite the
reluctance of common Indians, Gandhi
continued to encourage cooperation
with the British in December 1919. Inthe
first six months of 1920, there were no
fewer than 200 strikes involving 1.5
million employees, indicating a higher
level of popular resistance. The
Congress’ leadership was compelled to
confront its conservatism and give a
more militant face to its programme in
reaction to the swelling tide of public
upheaval. Under the leadership of
Mahatma Gandhi, Lajpat Rai, and
Motilal Nehru, the “non-violent non-
cooperation” movement was born.

In 1915, Mohandas Karamchand
Gandhi returned to India from South
Africa, where he continued the fight for
self-rule and non-cooperation. Some of
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the women who took part in the
nonviolent movement include Sarla Devi,
Muthu Laxmi Reddy, Susheela Nair,
Rajkumari Amrit Kaur, Sucheta Kriplani,
and Aruna Asaf Ali. The National
Movement also included Kasturba Gandhi,
Mahatma Gandhi’s wife, and the women
of the Nehru family, Kamla Nehru, Vijaya
Lakshmi Pandit, and Swarup Rani. In
Lahore, the movement was led by Lado
Rani Zutshi and her daughters Manmohini,
Shyama, and Janak.

During the Dandi Salt March and
Civil Disobedience, women began their
march to freedom by breaching salt
restrictions, forest rules, erecting
“Prabhat Pheries,” and holding
processions picketing schools, colleges,
legislative councils, and clubs. Gandhiji
nominated Sarojini Naidu to lead the
raid on the Dharasana Salt Works in May
1930. Kamla Devi spoke at meetings,
produced salt, and picketed foreign
fabric and liquor stores during the
campaign. During this time, the Nari
Satyagraha Committee, Mahila Rastriya
Sangha, and Ladies Picketing Board all
played vital roles.

©

Women were expressly
addressed in the Quit India decision,
which was adopted against the British,
as “disciplined soldiers of Indian
liberation” who were obliged to keep the
torch of war burning. Usha Mehta, a
devout patriot, established the “Voice of
Freedom” radio transmitter to broadcast
the “mantra” of the freedom-war. The
public was informed of protests and
arrests, as well as the actions of young
nationalists and Gandhi’s iconic “Do or
Die” warning for the Quit India
movement. Usha Mehta and her brother
continued to broadcast until they were
apprehended.

In India’s war for independence,
women played a crucial role. They
organised public meetings, picketed
stores selling foreign booze and items,
sold Khadi, and actively participated in
national movements. They fearlessly
faced the police baton and were taken
to jails. Hundreds of thousands of Indian
women gave their lives to ensure the
independence of their nation.

*e000
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CLASS CAPTAIN

“Why is the blackboard so
dirty?”, “why isn’t there anychalk?”,
“why has not the class room been
cleaned?” The new teacher on his first
day at the school continued with his
endless monologue. In all probability,
he was not expecting an immediate
answer from any of the students. Then,
again, in all probability, on his very
firstday as aschool teacherhe was merely
trying to assert himself and to show that
he was a no-nonsense and a strict
teacher.

The entire class was in pin-drop
silence. Probably none of the students
had expected that the teacher would be
on the offensive from the very first day
itself. While he was thus spewing out
endless questions in “rapid fire” mode,
| kept hoping and praying that he would
not ask “Who is the class captain?”.
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But even before my prayer had
time to reach God, the new teacher with
a seasoned look of a professional master
suddenly asked, “Who is the shameless
irresponsible class captain?Stand up,” he
barked. Again, there was pin-drop
silence. Most of the students looked
down, while the others started looking
at the blackboard and a few others
looked quickly at me with what | though
was compassion and empathy.

| had no alternative. It was a
straight question from our new teacher
and which had but only one answer.
“Yes, Sir,” | said, the voice hardly above
a shaky whisper, “l am the class captain.”
Silence. | slowly proceeded towards the
teacher,my heart beating faster with
every step of mine. It was one of the
most difficult phases of my life. | knew
the new teacher extremely well. A strict
disciplinarian, who would not hesitate
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to slap any student for even the slightest
of mistakes.

As | came up close towards him,
he pulled my right ear and immediately
raised his right hand, indicative of
offering a tight slap. But | think better
sense prevailed in him, having probably
realized that he was in a school
classroom and not in his own home.
Nevertheless, during those days, ear-
pinching, slapping, etcetera were
common and accepted forms of
disciplining young would-be stars.

Yes, the new teacher was my
eldest brother. After appearing for his
BSc final examination from J B College
Jorhat, he had joined Mariani High
school(his alma mater) as a stop-gap
teacher. | knew that my brother would
join the school temporarily but | had
never even remotely imagined that he
would be given the responsibility to take
his first-ever period with our class. Later
on, | learnt that he was assigned our class
at the last moment since our regular
mathematics teacher had to go on
urgent leave.

It is also worth mentioning that
during those days many of the students,
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in the intervening period after their final
degree examination and before going for
their Master degree, (mostly to
Guwahati University; Dibrugarh
University was not established, then),
taught in their respective alma mater.
These young boys took it as a somewhat
time-honored responsibility and duty to
contribute towards their almamater.

While the high voltage drama
continued inside the class room with my
brother giving a moral lecture to the
students, my trusted friend,Maniram
Gogoi, quickly managed a duster and
started cleaning the blackboard while
another friend,Mahendra Baruah,
quietly went to the teachers’ common
room and hurriedly returned with a few
pieces of chalk.

My return path to my desk after
the encounter with the new teacher (aka
my elder brother) was also not very
comfortable. While most of my
looked me
sympathetically, and some of them even
had guilty looks on their faces, two girls,
namely,Niru and Anjana, were giggling
as if they had just won a major war
against me, atleast on that day. They
were the most infuriatingly talkative

classmates at
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girls in our class. |, as class captain found
great difficulty in controlling them and
more often than not reported their
unruly behaviour to our class teacher
who would periodically try to discipline
them but without success.

But, today,since the class
captain, himself,had had a horrific
moment with the new teacher (that,
too,a teacher who happened to be my

&

eldest brother)Niru and Anjana just
could not have asked anything more. |
knew they would soon make the news
go viral, much faster than what social
media does these days.

What happened at home that
evening between my eldest brother and
me and in presence of my mother and
other family members is of course,
another tale. A tale best not told.

XX X R




HIKING TO ANNAPURNA BASE CAMP,
NEPAL

What struck me most powerfully
within the first moments of my hike to
Annapurna Base Camp was the well-laid-
out trek routes. It is almost impossible
to get lost even if you are hiking alone.
On the contrary, with so many hikers
around you, it’s energizing.

Speaking of other hikers, the
other thing that strikes you are the high
number of solo trekkers en route.
Someone who is between jobs, a guy
who is going back home to the UK from
Australia and decides to do a trek in
between, a 55-year Filipino lady who had
been doing smaller treks but wanted to
conquer ABC - everyone out there with
a zeal and mission that’s infectious.

The first day of our 10-day hike
was welcomed by the blazing sun in the
morning and a steep elevation of 1,000-
meter after lunch. We made it to our
hotel closer to sunset after hiking
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around 10 km. | just needed a bed to
crash. As soonas | checked into the room
- there awaited my first surprise. Clean
room, a couple of blankets, and clean
bathrooms. In fact, every hotel that we
stayed at during the whole trek was
spotless.

That was a good start, | thought.
| was excited about what else this trek
would throw on us. | had done a few
treks before. But Annapurna Base Camp
was my moment seeking hiking nirvana.
To experience trekking like never before.

As | walked with these thoughts,
| heard a scream “Pemba, Pemba”.
Looking back, | assumed the worse. She
was vigorously shaking her hands and
thumping her legs. Pemba - our guide -
rushed back, took out a small pouch, and
began rubbing iton her hands and shoes.
She was bleeding in her hands and ankles
from bites. It was a leech attack.
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Our guide’s salt-packed pouch
saved the day. From that moment on,
we marched forward cautiously,
stopping and checking every 15-20
minutes if one of these blood-suckers
had managed to creep into our shoes.
Leech - another surprise we did not plan
in the trek.

As we hiked up, Pemba kept
telling us that the hotels and food will
keep getting more basic. That ‘basic’ was
a hot-water shower (for a fee) that feels
like heaven after 6-7 hours of hiking,
coffee and tea stalls along the way, and
warm food. At 3,000 meters in the

middle of the mountains, call that basic
if you want.

The default food during the trek
was dal-bhat (rice, dal, vegetable curry,
green leaves, and sometimes a pickle or
papad). Cooked fresh, served warm -
exactly what you need in the mountains.
There is little to no chance that you will
have an upset stomach the next day. Dal
Bhat Power, 24 Hour - the mantra of
Nepal’s trekking community.

And the backbone of this
community is the porters. Lugging 18-
20 kg loads on their head and supported

&

on their back, they walk side-by-side
with you for the entire route, often
leading the way. You will have nothing
but awe and respect for them. Please tip
them well at the end of the trek.

clean
rooms, warm food. And the occasional
local drink ‘Roxie” or Khukri Rum to beat
the cold nights. | wasn’t expecting
anything more as we were closing the
4,000 meters mark. Seems | was wrong.

Well-laid-out routes,

Before leaving for Nepal, | set an
000 message for my emails. A 10-12
days trek in the mountains away from
work was something | had to plan for as
an entrepreneur. But boy, was | in for a
shock. Every hotel on the way to ABC had
a Wi-fi connection (for a fee). Kudos to
the Nepal government. You are never out
of reach. Heck, | even made calls from
the Base Camp. By the way, you can also
buy local SIM cards at the airport and
retail shops and is recommended.

Back home after two weeks, |
knew | was bitten by the mountain bug,
watching mountain movies on repeat -
14 Peaks,Broad Peak, and Everest. | was
sure of one thing - as much as they are
challenging, mountains are addictive.
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Unless you have experienced it first-
hand, it is impossible to understand

what drives someone to conquer a
summit amidst hostile, war-like
conditions, knowing fairly well that they
may not make it back.

S

And hiking to Annapurna Base
Camp has turned me into a mountain

addict, too.

AR X R
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CAUGHT BETWEEN THREE LADIES

The queue was unusually long at
the Mumbai Airport for the early
morning flight to Guwahati. More than
thirty passengers were already waiting
patiently in the long queue for
completing the check in’ formalities. We
(self and wife) also joined the queue,
hoping that the check in formalities were
completed early. Observing the slow
work by the airline employee, |
presumed that the employee (a young
girl) was either new or very casual in her
job. My wife tired of waiting in the queue
handed over her ticket and the defence
identity card to me and decided to relax
for a while. The defence identity card
enables the defence personnel and their
dependents concessions in the air fare
and the production of the defence
identity card at the airport is a must to
avail this concession.

The queue was progressing slowly.
| was last in the queue. After some time,
alady probably in her early forties joined
the queue. When we glanced at each
other, her mannerism indicated that she
had met me earlier but | was not sure.
Hence | decided that it was prudent to
keep quiet and not try to strike any

Brig Ranjit Borthakur (Retd)
212/Chilarai

conversation with her. Like many of us,
she appeared to be upset with the slow
movement of the queue. Moreover,
unlike us, she did not have any luggage
except a hand bag.

At last, my turn came for check in
formalities. | handed over our tickets to
the airline employee to do the needful.
The lady passenger waiting impatiently
for her turn was standing very close to
me. Someone could mistake her as my
wife or a relative or a companion.. While
processing my (and my wife’s) ticket, the
airline employee demanded our defence
identity cards. | took a little longer time
to produce the same from my pocket.

The lady at the counter first
examined my identity card. Then she
started to examine my wife’s identity
card. From her mannerism it appeared
that she has found some mistakes in my
wife’s identity card. After a few seconds,
she glanced at me and the lady waiting
closely behind me. Then she again
observed my wife’s identity card,
probably she was closely examining the
photograph on the identity card. Then,
she suddenly got up from her seat, told
us to wait and rushed towards the



BRIDGE:2022

airlines office. | was annoyed with her
act. | could also make out that the lady
passenger was also very annoyed. Both
of us were complaining about the
inefficiency of the airline.

After a few minutes, the airline
employee came along with a few other
staff. | could make out that they were
her colleagues.. The lady employee
looking at me and the lady behind
accusingly asked, “Why is your wife
travelling with some ones else identity
card?” | could not comprehend what she
was saying and asked her to repeat. She
again asked the same question and this
time in a much louder voice. She thought
that the lady standing behind me was
my wife but travelling with someone else
identity card.

| told her that the identity card
belongs to my wife. Almost at the same
time the lady standing behind me got
furious and charged the employee, “how
dare you think that | am this person’s

wife” Both the ladies then started-

arguing and accusing each other. When
| realized the confusion | tried to pacify
the lady passenger and the airline
employee, but they got further annoyed.
The other passengers waiting close by
were amused with the incident. Though
some of them tried to diffuse the
situation, the ladies continue to accuse
at each other without any valid reason.

S

After sometime, a senior officer
who appeared to be matured and
responsible and understood the
confusion tried to come down both the
ladies but no one was willing to relent
immediately.

By that time, my wife hearing the
altercation came to the scene. Initially
she could not make out anything.
However, as soon as the airline
employee saw my wife, she realized the
faux pass and the matter was resolved
amicably and the checks in formalities
were completed without any further
waste of time.

In the aircraft the lady was seated
three rows behind us. After we set down
it was my wife’s turn to show her anger.
She thought | might have contributed
towards this commotion and confusion.
When | tried to explain the whole thing,
she won’t listen. Every time she would
complain, “why did the lady stand behind
you at the queue?” My answer that |
have no control on who stands behind
or after me did not satisfy her and she
continued to crib till we reached
Guwahati.

At arrival terminal at Guwahati
airport, | decided to immediately collect
our luggage so as to avoid the lady
passenger. Of course | knew that no
amount of explanation will satisfy my
wife. After all Women are Women.

A A K A
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CHANGING EMOTIONAL TIES POST COVID-19

The insurgency of an unfamiliar
virus that put our lives on hold,
businesses standstill, and loved ones
apart and tested our limits of resiliency;
COVID-19 was nothing but a pandemic
that arrived stealthily but went away
with not just a multitude of human lives
but also left the rest of us emotionally
exhausted. Forging ahead since it has
receded has proven to be a rather
debilitating task. While we did
acknowledge those lockdown days as a
golden opportunity to spend ample time
at home, around people we love and
care for and also to reflect inwards and
consider it a period of rest from the
tedious world, we failed to acknowledge
that human beings are naturally social
animals and being confined to the four
walls of their home by just abruptly
putting a stop to their normal lives of
hustle and bustle is going to elude all
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senses of gratefulness in a jiffy.

If we try to trace a timeline of
emotions since March 2020, we will
notice the roller coaster that we went
through. As the first 15 days of holidays
were announced, we may recall the
frenzy that some of us went through or
the sense of happiness that setin in the
rest of us, as who doesn’t like a good
fortnight of unannounced holidays?
However, as the holidays kept spanning,
we might have felt a sense of unrest, a
need to get back to normal lives or even
a thankful sigh that holidays aren’t cut
short and we get more days to just laze
around.This emotional experience and
the intensity with which we feel it
determines how long we remember it
and how well we do so. If it was distinctly
coloured by a spiral of anxious moments,
we might tend to think of it as a bad
time. However, if we had a good time
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with just a few grey areas, we tend to
remember it as a generally good time.
This is because we tendto modify our
memories based on what information is
fed to us later or how we choose to
remember it, which is frequently
referred to as the misinformation effect
or false memory.

Post that, the acknowledgement
of whatever emotions we felt is crucial
In determining emotional expression.
The viewpoint we're seeing things from
reflects our emotionality. Hence, it’s
always reiterated to adopt a multiple
perspectives approach. But is it really
that simple? Is life only about putting on
different coloured goggles that would
change how we perceive the world?
Sadly, itisn’t. It’s a strenuous process but
it sure does help to keep our coloured
shades handy!

Keeping all of these aside, if we
ask ourselves how we are doing, what
might the answer be? If the answer is
good and it’s genuine, it is indeed
genuinely good! However, the trend of
the times hasshifted more towards the
opposite end of the wellness
continuum. While it isn’t necessarily a
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bad sign to be on the other side, it
certainly isn’t good to be there without
asking for anybody’s help. If anything
the pandemic has taught us, it’s the
importance of a supportive social circle.
Having close societal ties opens up a
plethora of opportunities for us in
terms of feeling wanted, maintaining
good physical and psychological health,
obtaining help, etc. As much as it’s
necessary to be able to enjoy our
company, it’s also quintessential to
have somebody we can turn to from
time to time.

COVID-19 has been a true test
of our resilience. Amongst the hue and
cry it manifested, it also necessitated the
maintenance of calm and fortitude; with
all the havoc it nuanced, it also
demanded sanity be preserved; with the
shutdown of everyday life activities, it
also fostered creative alternatives to the
same. Nonetheless, it would be an
understatement to say that whilst it
managed to. offer a period of
rejuvenation and introspection, it also
brought along a magnitude of the
catastrophe that expended all our
energy reserves. Hence, to move
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forward, we had to start from scratch
and that takes strength and grit,
endurance, putting up a brave front,
acknowledging difficult emotions,
allowing the self some space for growth,
rumination and whatnot. It all sounds
like sunshine and rainbows until the dark
clouds appear; so, it is only wise to
cognize our inability to run away from it
and thus face it.

Since the pandemic has depleted
our mental energy and we’ve failed to
recuperate, we all walk down the streets,
attend classes or work long hours
without an ounce of true fulfilment.
Social narratives have changed,
emotional expressions have become
multifold, communication has become
tougher and mental fortitude has greatly
been diminished. We tend to break
down in small mishaps, have become
more vulnerable, negatively interpret
other people’s expressions, coax
ourselves for reacting a certain way and
most importantly, keep ingeminating
ourselves that this isn’t whom we used
to be. Because it is very hard to accredit
ourselves for this shift, we blame
everybody else for making us feel this

&

way. Therefore, it is paramount to owe
ourselves the space to recoup and
realize the massive life event that we
went through but didn’t adequately
process.

Resilience is a key characteristic
that individuals must possess to
safeguard themselves from all sorts of
physical, mental and social harm that is
just outin the external as well asinternal
world waiting to pounce on its prey. So,
what if, whenever we examined a
situation, we used a perspective that
encouraged development and
adherence to our objectives rather than
taking offence more privately?
Acknowledging the
assumptions about it, the effects of
those, and the disconnect between our

assumptions and the issue itself are

issue, our

likely to re-energize us and make us
more open to accepting the next
endeavour. Although we become
tougher and more tolerant, life does not
get any simpler or more merciful. Thus,
building resiliency isn’t an option but
should indeed be a conscious decision.

We frequently assume as normal
our capacity to experience emotion and
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react to it. We hardly ever take time to seek a living filled with profound
pause and pay heed to our feelings. We significance, genuine love, and mental
do not think about the effects clinging fortitude.; but keep in mind that
to emotions has on our protracted responding is better than reacting!It’s

health or how it affects our mental and about time we take charge and change
physical beings. There is a danger (and the emotional tides that have been
frequently an actuality) of anguish, fostering our waves of life since 2020.
disagreement, and bereavement if we As wise men say, “It's never too late!l”

XA XX 4
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LIFE AFTER COVID

We all know the pandemic called
“ covid 19 “ and how it changed our lives
forever. And today we are going talk
about “ LIFE AFTER COVID “, But before
we get into the interesting part, | will
love to introduce myself. Hi, | am
Juhi. a normal 11-year-old who is trying
to do something productive in her life.
But back to the topic - as we all know
covid 19 has changed a lot of things in
my and in your life. The most common
things that has happened to us are
A) Getting addicted to phone.
In beginning of this un-forgetful
pandemic many of us were stuck in
our native place orin our own house. We
had nothing to do but watch TV or
phone. And thanks
to Netflix, Prime video, Hotstar, etc. we
became addicted to our devices.
And personally, | thank covid for giving
me a phone at a very young age of 7:
shocking, isn’t it? well to my surprise
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many other kids also got it in a very
young age

B) How we did not put attention
in online classes

In covid19 we had no way to go
to school, but our very smart schools
found a way to teach us by making a new
term called “ ONLINE CLASSES”. For a
minute, | thought | could get a break
from school, But | was proven wrong. To
be honest, even though our teachers put
a lot of effort teaching us half of the
children didn’t care to pay attention. But
now when we are back to
offline school, they have realise how
hard it has become for them. For me,
when in online classes | would wake up
late, join the class in my bed [ as being a
couch and a bed potato], eat
my breakfast, bath, sleep. |
did everything but pay attention to my
classes. But | think the same story for all
kids of our age.
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Q) How we all evolved from
humans to bed potatoes

There are some people who used
this time to be productive
by exercising, cooking, developing new
hobbies, etc. but what about the rest
of the population. Well, we made a new
species called ‘bed potatoes’. these are
species who are super lazy and prefer
being in the bed with their favorite
Netflix series. But remember the days
where we willingly go outside to play.
Now our parents have to kick us out of
the house just to go out.
D) Downfall in fashion

o

We all loved to dress - up before
but what now well we still dress up but
only in our pajamas. Nowadays we are
so lazy to even go to our wardrobe, and
wear something good for a chance. But
no, now Idon’t even go to open the door
cause my hair’s a nest and my clothes
are mismatched or way too loose for me,
but | suppose same going on in other
households too?

However, we are all glad (and
also bit sad) that Covid is over, and we
have to return back our non-online
classes.

AR X
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THE SLEEPY KID & FIFA WORLD CUP

Sometime in the year 1990, |
remember my father watching the
football world cup. i have no recollection
of the matches (being 6 years old at that
time), i do remember the settings, the
surroundings. The uncles, aunts,
grandparents, we all stayed together
back then. The TV (a black ‘n’ white) was
stationed in the drawing room, with a
set-up where one can literally close
doors when the TV is not in use. Late
night, he used to watch the games, and
| (guessing this part) would tag along,
and sleep in the bed in that room only
to wake up when the match ends. Only
remembrance had been the name
“Maradona” from those days and a
vague memory of the final, which
Argentina lost.

That was the start of my love
affair with “La Albiceleste”.

Though | was more inclined
towards cricket, | used to keep an eye
on football related stuff, whenever | got
the chance. “Sportstar” was regular
those days in our house, and | read the
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sports page of the newspapers first
before going through the other pages.

1994 - USA came and went. The
names, Romario, Bebeto became
household names. Stoichkov of Bulgaria
was a hightmare, remembering his name
along with Salenko was tough, especially
in the quiz completions. Didn’t like the
Germans one bit, was elated when they
were eliminated and was devastated
when Maradona was tested positive for
drug use. Don’t remember how
Argentina went out of the tournament.
Italy became my second favorite team
and one Roberto “divine ponytail”
Baggio was the center of attention. One
of our neighborhood kid had a poster of
him in his wall and | was so envious of
him. Most of the people | knew were
rooting for Brazil, and the Baggio’s
penalty miss in the final was something
that was hard to cope with.

1998 - It was summer vacation,
and being sleep deprived (one who was
in class IX, fresh in the senior house, only
the ones who went through that phase
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knows, what it meant), watching late
night matches were too much of a task.
lvan Zamarano & Salas were on fire at
the start, Batistuta started to bang the
goals and one Ronaldo was the hottest
property back then. Ortega got that red
card, and Bergkemp with the wonder
goal knocked out Argentina. In between,
| was introduced to the names Beckham
(who was instrumental few years down
the line when | started watching EPL and
got hooked on with Manchester United).
Had no idea who Zidane was or of the
France team as a whole but was happy
that they won. Ricky Martin would’ve
shot me without second thoughts had
he heard me belting out “Cup of Life”.

2002 : Was, may be, the worst in
terms of viewing experience. ‘Ten
Sports’ got the broadcast rights, a new
channel that came out of nowhere and
it was chaos. The match timings didn’t
help either. Beloved Argentina didn’t
make to the first round, despite being
the favorites with a star studded team.
It was shambolic. Watched Ronaldinho’s
ridiculous goal vs. England in a fuzzy
television-set inside a room packed with
about 35/40 guys. Ronaldo came out
with possibly “the haircut” of all times
and went all the way. One guy who was
the happiest then was Bitu, with whom
| used to have those arguments on who
would win. Since it was in the period
between the Class XIl boards and just
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before joining college, we had time on
our hand, but like | said, the broadcast
ruined it.

2006 - Was probably the best
one | have had. The buildup was classic.
Those days, | was in Delhi, staying in rent
with my friends and best part was no
restrictions on watching matches. Even
though it was exam season, like a brave
soul, | had the notion that | would study
in the day time and watch matches at
night. On top of it, will pick n choose
matches at nights prior to exams.
Excellent plan, right, but then, one thing
| didn’t take into account, “Sleep”. Every
morning, | used to go and buy the
“ananda bazaar patrika”. Since they
wrote things differently, the articles
were excellent read. | had those papers
for a long time, even after | shifted base
to Guwahati. Remember telling Manoj
Boro (3450) to lookout for this new kid
“Messi”. Don’t recall what his reactions
were at that time, but he surely took
notice the day when Argentina scored
6 against Serbia & Montenegro.
Germans again were the reason for
despair but Italy gave me some respite.
Once after watching the match, | woke
up at around 9.20 / 25 when the exams
were due to start at 10. Only plus point
was, it took about 15 mints for me to
reach the college, but that’s where the
luck ran out. That paper was my Achilles’
heel and needless to say, | didn’t exactly
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came out with flying colors.

2010 - Was best remembered for
the likes of Shakira (wakkawakka),
K’naan (waving the flag), Zabulani and
Nigel de Jong going full “kung fu” on
Iniesta. Argentina again went out against
the Germans and it was annihilation.
Hand of God was unable to guide the
team to the top like he did 24 years back
in Mexico.

Bitu & | used to talk about going
to Brazil to watch the 2014 edition.
However, it turned out to be the
upgraded version of “Goa trip”. It never
materialized. | shifted my gym timings
so that | could watch the matches at
night (time zones and its side effects).
Smart phones meant there was this new
bunch of “football fans” those who only
knew the likes of Messi & Ronaldo, and
started posting updates of matches like
they are the only ones with access to
match feed. A new menace where only
the phones are smart and it was the
updated version of fastest fingers first.
The trend has gone viral since Messi
scored a last gasp winner; someone
posted “don’t mess with Messi”, and
then conveniently crawled back under
the rock, only never to be seen again.
The call of sleep meant | missed most of
the Germany 7 - Brazil 1 match and |
screamed at the top of my voice early
morning (may be 3.30/4 AM) when
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Argentina won their semifinal. Lavezzi
and Higuain, two persons | really hated
that night when they missed their
chances and for the 3™ time in a row,
Germans were the wrecker in chief.

Wasn’t keeping the hopes very
high when it came to 2018, given the
defense and mid-field were not stacked
to compete against the likes of France
& Croatia. Rojo’s goal in the injury time
meant there was a little glimmer of
hope. Conference calls after each of
Argentina’s match were common
between Abhra Das da (one of the best
quiz masters in Assam), Sanjib
Bhattacharya da (a brilliant writer) and
yours truly (a nobody). No matter the
time, we would go on & on, until we
ran out of explicit to describe
Argentina’s performance. Sanjib da
would wear his Argentina T-shirt to
office (back in 2010, we all were
working in the same organization) and
the environment was something out of
the world.

The latest edition starts tonight,
and the roles are reversed. I’'m now
father of two; my elder daughter
recognizes the likes of Messi& Ronaldo
(thanks to youtube) and Manchester
United & Liverpool (courtesy me and my
brother). She knows that the ‘do not
disturb’ sign is on when United plays.
About time she gets a formal
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introduction to the world of football.
Got all the bases covered to watch,
phones, TV, desktop, no stones
unturned. And yes, once again sleep will
be sacrificed. No matter when | sleep, |
have to wake up at 6; the school bus
reaches the pick-up point at 6.55 am. We
all know the struggle. And on top, it is

@

the beginning of winter, the time when
the blankets start to feel cozy and getting
out of them becomes tad harder. Still |
wish, like all the previous 7 editions | had
before, LaAlbiceleste stands on top of
the podium, Messi winning the ultimate
prize and the sleep scarified is worth it.
Vamos Argentina

AR XK R
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Life Members
Old Boys Association, Sainik School Goalpara

SINo |Name NS Roll No |House - Moblle No | LHe Member ID | Valid
1 |COL PADMALOCHAN BARMAN l 759 Chilaral | 9435403770 OBA/LM/1
2 |COLKAMAL KISHORE SINGH | 1448 Chilarai 8769917638 OBA/LM/2
3 |[NRIPENDRA LAL BARUAH 137 Lohit 9678871069 OBA/LM/3
4 |SUBHASH DAS, 1AS 259 Chilarai 9954944044 OBA/LM/4
s |DIGANTA GOGOI | 1282 Lachit 9435047990 OBA/LM/S
6 |SARAT OzZA 1T a3s Udaygiri | 9435718385 OBA/LM/6
7 |ER SAILESH SARMAH 2585 Lohit 9435035142 OBA/LM/7
8 |DIPU DEKA, ACS 2588 Lohit J 9435395425 OBA/LM/B
9 |BHASKAR GOGOI 2879 Udaygiri 9435002031 OBA/LM/9

10 |NABANEET MAHANTA, APS 2505 Udaygiri 9435064321 OBA/LM/10
11 |COL MOHAN BARUAH 132 Lachit 8638379402 OBA/LM/11
12 |RAMESH SARMA 853 Lachit 9508054560 OBA/LM/12
13 |COL CHANDRA K BORA 84 Udaygiri 9435142356 OBA/LM/13
14 |NRIPENDRA CHOUDHURY 1 Lohit 9854583195 OBA/LM/14
15 |MAJ GEN ANANTA BHUYAN 780 Udaygirl 9435384786 OBA/LM/15
16 |ANIL SARMA 439 Lohit 9435102064 OBA/LM/16
17 |DOR BIKASH CHOUDHURY 10 Lachit | 9435044751 OBA/LM/17
18 |COL PANKAJ RAJKHOWA 2 Lohit 9435195106 OBA/LM/18
19 |CMDE KAMALESH CHOUDHURY 11 Lohit 9957576674 OBA/LM/19
20 |GP CPT DEBANANDA GOHAIN 17 Chilaral 9435130344 OBA/LM/20
21 |COL BIRENDRA BORA 72 Lachit 9435176542 OBA/LM/21
22 |BICHITRA SARMA 254 Lohit 9435113168 OBA/LM/22
23 |BENUDHAR ROY 443 Udaygiri 9435387870 OBA/LM/23
24 |SAHENSAH AKBAR MUSRIKIN 452 Lachit 9435100230 OBA/LM/24
25 |JAHANGIR ALAM SIKDAR 733 Lohit 9706356755 OBA/LM/25
26 |RAKIBUZ ZAMAN BORAH 761 Udayagiri 9678011456 OBA/LM/26
27 |PRADIP NATH 27 Chilarai 9957032117 OBA/LM/27
28 |DR SASANKA BARUAH 1537 | Aniruddha | 9864096583 OBA/LM/28
29 |LT COL BIDYUT BORGOHAIN 1501 Lohit 9797434315 OBA/LM/29
30 |BUOY KAKOTY 925 Lachit 9435011026 OBA/LM/30
31 |ABHUIT KR. DAS 2491 Lachit 9854019010 OBA/LM/31
32 |PRASANTA P BOROOWA | 957 Lachit 9706538522 OBA/LM/32
33 |CCS MAUNGLAM 916 Udaygiri 9435083289 OBA/LM/33
34 |JOGESH CH SARMA 428 Chilarai 9864042386 OBA/LM/34
35 |BIPUL SARMA 307 Udaygiri 9435369916 OBA/LM/35
36 |ANOWAR HUSSAIN SAIKJA 438 Lohit 9435147756 OBA/LM/36
37 |AMULYA SHARMA 218 Lohit 9435314766 OBA/LM/37
38 |TIMIRENDRA DAS 313 Lohit 9435023634 OBA/LM/38
39 |KARUNA KANTA BARMAN 1083 Udayegiri 9435340328 OBA/LM/39
40 |GIRIJA KANTA BARMAN 1438 Lohit 9435046336 OBA/LM/40
41 |WG COM (RETD) MANOJ BORA 50 Chilarai 9864065806 OBA/LM/41
42 |DILIP BORAH 25 Lohit 9859926849 OBA/LM/42
43 |UDAY CHANDRA BARMAN 265 Udaygiri 8876591173 OBA/LM/43
44 |RAJU GOSWAMI 317 Lohit 9864073764 OBA/LM/a4
45 [JOY SHANKAR DAS 469 Lachit 7869978274 OBA/LM/45
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JATIN CHANDRA MAZUMDAR

46 498 Lohlt 9435085885 OBA/LM/46 Feb-13

47 |RUPANJAN SARMA 1760 Chillaral 9864054710 OBA/LM/47 Feb-13

a8 |CAPT. HEKIYA SEMA 109 Lachit 9612164979 OBA/LM/4B Nov-13

49 |HIRANYA KUMAR KALITA 2774 Lohit 9435012014 OBA/LM/49 Nov-14
50 |MUNINDRA KUMAR BHUYAN 479 Lohit 9957032430 OBA/LM/S0 Nov-14
51 |KUMUD DEKA 13 Lachit 9435190291 OBA/LM/51 Nov-14
s2 |RAJIB HUZURI 2051 Lohit 93870806 OBA/LM/S2 Nov-14
53 |RATUL BORA 902 Udaygiri 9864261462 OBA/LM/S3 Nov-14
s4 |DR ROOPJYOTI HAZARIKA 1455 Lohit 9957197001 OBA/LM/S4 Mar-15
S5 |SATYENDRA NATH KALITA 838 Lachit 9435707814 OBA/LM/55 Dec-15

S6 |ALAKESH BARMAN 3129 Udaygiri 9435513822 OBA/LM/S6 Dec-15
57 |PALLAB BORDOLOI 1010 Lohit 9435105482 OBA/LM/S7 Dec-15
58 |AMARIYOTI KAKOTI 1342 Chilarai 9435065275 OBA/LM/S8 Dec-15
59 |MANASH KUMAR GOGOI 2750 Udaygiri 8473906039 OBA/LM/59 Dec-15
60 |DIGANTA MEDHI 1507 Lohit 9435017009 OBA/LM/60 Dec-15
61 [BHARADWAJ GOGOI 3165 Udaygiri 8876532729 OBA/LM/61 | May-17
62 |MRIDUL DEKA 3139 Udaygiri 9706084004 OBA/LM/62 May-17
63 |[JAMUNESWAR BISWAS 3206 Lohit 8011155744 OBA/LM/63 Jun-17

64 |BRIG. RANJIT BORTHAKUR 212 Chilarai 9435408398 OBA/LM/64 Jun-17

65 |SACHINDRA DAS 160 Udaygiri 9678010741 OBA/LM /65 Jul-18

66 |LOKEN DAS 1704 Lohit 9903323043 OBA/LM/66 Oct-17
67 |DEBAIJIT SAIKIA 2054 Aniruddha 9435220055 OBA /LM/67 Oct-17
68 |GAUTAM RAJKHOWA 3460 Chilarai 9707011858 OBA /LM/68 | Oct-17
69 |DIPANKAR SARMA 3464 Lohit 9888760142 OBA/LM/69 | Oct-17
70 |SIDHARTHA SANKAR BARUAH 1532 Chilarai 9435308186 OBA/LM/70 Oct-17
71 |PRASANTA DEKA 1351 Udaygiri 9810077511 OBA/LM/71 Oct-17
72 |DINESH DAS 1424 Lohit 9435080127 oBa/LM/72 | Oct-17
73 |MITHU AGARWAL 3455 Lachit 9435018249 OBA/LM/73 Oct-17
74 |RANIAN K BARUAH 2981 Lohit 9864055558 OBA/LM/74 Oct-17
75 |DIBAJYOTI BARMAN 2881 Lachit 9864134373 OBA/LM/75 Oct-17
76 |PORAG SAIKIA 2562 Lohit 9435053554 OBA /LM/76 Oct-17
77 |BISWAJIT PHUKAN 1958 Udaygiri 8638858598 OBA/LM/77 Nov-17
78 |AMITABH BASUMATARY 2538 Udaygiri 9435127126 OBA/LM/78 Nov-17
79 |KUSHAL KR DAS 592 Udaygiri 9435725813 OBA/LM/79 Nov-17
80 |DRJATINDRA DEKA 1s61 | Lohit 9435400816 OBA/LM/80 Nov-17
81 |SHAHNOWAIJ ALAM 3241 Lohit 9954544220 OBA/UM/81 Dec-17
g2 |DUU BHARALU 2454 Lachit 9954885747 OBA/LM/82 lan-18

83 |DIPAK TUMUNG 2428 Udaygiri 8721855844 OBA/LM/83 Sept-18
24 |GOPI KANTA DEKA 310 Chilarai 9401886076 OBA/LM/24 Oct-18
85 |SEKHAR JYOTI BORBORA 2803 Udaygiri 9886014549 OBA/LM/85 Oct-18
86 |CDR.PRANAB SALOI 2495 Chilarai 7042878048 OBA/LM/26 Oct-18
87 |BHABESH SARMA 673 Chilarai 9101400574 OBA /LM/87 Oct-18
88 |LHOUBEILATUO KIRE 644 l Lachit 9436001877 OBA/LM/28 Oct-18
89 |UTPAL BAYAN 1405 Lachit 9101699507 OBA/LIM/BS Oct-18
90 |OULAN DEKA 1237 Chilarai 9435102092 OBA/LM/90 Oct-18
91 |AMBIKA KR SALOI 836 Chilarai 9435116459 QOBA /LM/91 Oct-18

92 |PANCHAL BARUAH 3445 Lachit 9954089344 OBA /LM/92 Oct-18

93 |PPANAM KUMAR BORAH 3673 Udaygiri 9127050065 OBA /LM/93 Oct-18

94 |OR.WALLIUL ISLAM 1610 Lohit 7002073310 OBA /LM/34 Oct-18

95 |BABUL CH. KALITA 1552 Lachit 9101317691 OBA /LM/95 Oct-18
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96 |DEBANGA GOGO! 3594 | lachit | 9678248479 0BA/IM/96 | Oct-18
97 |KOUSHIK RAJKHOWA 3160 Udayglrl 8811079925 OBA /LM/97 Oct-18
98 _|KISHORI MOHAN MEDHI 2174 | cChilaral | 9864067984 OBA/LM/98 | Oct-18
99 |GP.CAPT.RANIIB SAHOO 1426 | Chilaral 9470133326 OBA /LM /99 Oct-18
100 |ABHIGYAN PRASAD 2256 | Udaygirl | 8638748251 | OBA/LM/100 | Oct-18
101 |DIPAK GOGOI 1364 Lachit 9435188074 OBA/LM /101 Oct-18
102 |UTPAL BARMAN 2479 Chilaral 8056230848 OBA /LM /102 Nov-18
103 |MUNINDRA CHANDRA DEKA 119 | Udaygiri | 9435968768 | oBA/LM /103 | Nov-18
104 |NANIKOJIN 1117 Lohit 9438041893 OBA/LM/104 | Nov-18
105 |RUPAM SARMA 3135 Lohit, | 9435492089 | oBA/tM/105 | Nov-18
106 |INDRAJIT TALUKDAR 2484 Lohit 9967648988 | OBA /LM /106 | Nov-18
107 |KULDEEP ROY 2467 | chilaral | 2017798913 | oBA/tM/107 | Nov-18
108 _|PRAVIN KUMAR 1080 Lohit 9969220933 | OBA/LM/108 | Nov-18
109 |K.V.REDDY 2400 Udaygiri 9733077309 OBA /LM /109 Nov-18
110_|RINKLE BASUMATARY 2504 | Udaygirl | 447889151388 | oBA /LM /110 | Nov-18
111_|RUNJUN GOGOI 2049 | Chilaral | 9864041433 | oBa/tM/111 | Nov-18
112 |IYOTI PRAKASH GOGOI 2494 | Llachit | 9426612769 | oBA/M/112 | Nov-18
113 |AJOY KUMAR JHA 2502 | Udaygirl | 8120483036 | OBA/LM/113 | Nov-18
114 |RUDRA DHAR TALUKDAR 788 | Udaygirl | 9936905362 | oBA/LM/114 | Nov-18
115 |AKSHOY THAKURIA 505 | Udaygiri | 9435038472 | oBA/LM/115 | Nov-18
116 |PRADYUT KR CHOUDHURY 241 | Udaygirl | 9435041799 | OBA/LM/116 | Nov-18
117 |PRANJAL BARUAH 2480 | Udaygirl | 9435051353 | OBA/LM/117 | Nov-18
118 |RAVI SHANKAR 2293 Chilarai 9920902930 OBA /LM /118 Nov-18
| 119 |[MUNINDRA KR DEKA 564 | Chilarai | 9435190141 | OBA/LM/119 | Nov-18
120 |RANJIT TALUKDAR | 393 | udaygiri | 9957888697 [ oBA/LM/120 | Nov-18
121 |GOKUL CH BAISHYA 741 Lachit | 8812834763 | 0BA/LM/121 | Nov-18
122 |LUINIDDUTTABORDOLOI | 3446 | Lachit | 9678103660 | OBA/M/122 | Nov-19
123 [DAMODAR BARUAH 2487 | Lohit 9706579687 | OBA/IM/123 | Dec-19
124 |BANJUL BORTHAKUR 867 Lachit | 9403687385 OBA/LM/124 | May-19
125 |JYOTIRMOY SARMA 3299 | Chilarai | 9854003299 | oBA/LM/125 | Nov-19
126 |BIMAN G SONOWAL 2350 | Chilarai 9101073170 OBA/LM/126 Nov-19
127 |RAZA RAFIQUL HOQUE 1658 Chilarai 9854035935 OBA/LM/127 Nov-19
128 | ASHOKANANDA DAS 189 | Chilarai | 8447025252 | OBA/LM/128 | Nov-19
129 |BIKRAMJIT NATH 2959 Lohit 7896544554 | OBA/LM/129 | Nov-21
130 |MUID ZAMAN AHMED 3238 | Udaygiri | 7002379987 | OBA/LM/130 | Nov-21
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New Life Members

COL PRANAB CH. MALAKAR 8472951597

DURJOY RABHA 2151 | Anirudha 6000410005

JAGADISH NATH Chilarai 9854040350 OBA/LM/133

BALEN CHANDRA DAS 9458076369

Old Boys Association, Sainik School Goalpara

BANK DETAILS

Bank : State Bank of India
Branch : Six Mile

Account No. : 30641981434

IFSC - SBIN0010327
Registration No. : RS/KAM(M)240/A21/16
Website : www.obassg.com
Phone No. : +91 9365128843
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OLD BOYS ASSOCIATION SAINIK SCHOOL GOALPARA

INCOME & EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED
31.03.2022

FORM NO. 10B

{See Rute 178]

Audit Report under section 12A (b) of the Income-tax Act, 1961 in the case of
charitable or religious trusts or institutions

| have examined the balance sheet of OLD BOYS ASSOCIATION SAINIK SCHOOL GOALPARA AAAAO3660R
[name and PAN of the trust or institution] as at 31/03/2022 and the Profit and loss account for the year ended on
that date which are in agreement with the books of account maintained by the said trust or institution

| have obtained all the information and explanations which to the best of my knowledge and belief were
necessary for the purposes of the audit In my opinion, proper books of account have been kept by the head
office and the branches of the above-named trust visited by me so far as appears from my examination of the

books, and proper Retums adequate for the purposes of audit have been received from branches not visited by
me subject to the comments given below:

In my opinion and to the best of my information, and according to information given to me the said accounts give
a true and fair view: - :

i in the case of the balance sheet of the state of affairs of the above-named trust as at 31/03/2022
i. in the case of the profit and loss account, of the profit or loss of its accounting year ending on
31/03/2022

The prescribed particulars are annexed hereto.

For RAJ KUMAR JAIN & CO
Chartered Accountants

(K. P. SHARMA)
PARTNER
Membership No: 054479

Place :GUWAHATI Registration No: 0320024E
Date : 04/07/2022

UDIN : 22054479AMEWPB7752
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LIABILITIES

GENERAL FUND
Opening Balance
Add : Surplas

Add: IT Refund(AY2020-21)

Less; Writtrn off Golden Jubilee Gate

CORPUS FUND
Building Fund (0B)

CURRENT LIABILITIES
Life Membershlp fee (to be refunded)

PLACE : GUWAHATI
DATE : 04/07/2022
UDIN : 22054479AMEWPB7752

OLD BOYS ASSOCIATION SAINIK SCHOOL

MORNOI, RAIAPARA, GOALPARA-783133
AMOUNT ASSETS AMOUNT
EIXED ASSETS
15,16,614.37 Golden lubilee Gate (Contribution)(OB)
75,240.00 Opening Balance 13,83,597.00
15,91,854.37 Less: Written Off 13,83,597.00 -
15,363.00
16,07,217.37 Laptop & Accessories(0B) 10,152.00
13,83,597.00 Depredation @ 40% 4,061.00 6,091.00
2,23,62037
CURRENT ASSETS
FD with SBI(N0.38161608774) 22,88,016.00
Add: Interest (26AS) 11905100
27,33,300.00 24,07,067.00
Less: TDS 11,906.00 23,95,161.00
CASH AT BANK
15,000.00 State Bankofindia
CAA/CNo 32161437121 89.741.50
State Bank of India
SB A/C No 30641981434 4,64,355.87
CASH IN HAND 16,571.00
29 0.
=_—’29 71,920.37 ==?M
IN TERMS OF OUR SEPARATE REPORT OF EVEN DATE
FOR RA] KUMAR JAIN & CO.
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
FRN: 320024E
(K P.SHARMA)
PARTNER
M.No. 054479
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OLD BOYS ASSOCIATION SAINIK SCHOOL
MORNOI RAIAPARA. GOALPARA-783133

INCOME & EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FORTHE YEAR ENDED 31.03.2022

EXPENDITURE AMOUNT _INCOME — AMOUNT
To Bank Charges 649.00 By Advertisement Rec?m 25,000.00
To Music & Lights 36,000.00 By Corona Donation Receipt 18,400.00
To Tent House 18,500.00 By Interest on SB A/c (SBI) 12,621.00
To Catering 1,61,000.00 By Life Membership 45,000.00
To Misc. Exp 48,793.00 By Registration Fees Receipts 1.68,500.00
To Magazine Exp 25.000.00 By Interest on FD Accrued 1,19,051.00
To Corona Donation Expenses - BylInton Tax Refund 77.00
To Website Maintenance 7.500.00

To Audit Fee -

To TDS AY 2021-22 11,906.00

To Depreciation 4,061.00

To Excess of Income over Expenditure
transferred to Capital A/c 75,240.00

3,88,649.00 3593.649-00
f— —————]

IN TERMS OF OUR SEPARATE REPORT OF EVEN DATE

FOR RAJ KUMAR JAIN & CO.
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
FRN: 320024E

(K. P.SHARMA)
PLACE : GUWAHATI PARTNER
DATE : 04/07/2022 M.No. 054479
UDIN : 22054479AMEWPB7752
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OLD BOYS ASSOCIATION SAINIK SCHOOL
MORNOL RAIAPARA. GOALPARA-783133
RECEIPTS & PAYMENTS ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31.03,2022

RECEIPTS AMOUNT PAYMENTS . AMOUNT
ToBalance B/d To Ban kEharges T 649.00
Cash in Hand 17,864.00 To Music & Lights 36,000.00
SBICAA/c No.437121 90,390.50 To Tent House 18,500.00
SBISB A/c No. 981434 4,59,894.87 5.68,149.37 To Catering 1,61,000.00

To Misc. Exp 48,793.00
By Advertisement Receipt 25,000.00 To Magazine Exp 25,000.00
By Corona Donation Receipt 18,400.00 To Corona Donation Expenses
By Interest on SB A/c (SBI) 12,621.00 To Website Maintenance 7,500.00
By Lifc Membership 45,000.00 To Audit Fee
By Reglstration Fees Receipts 1,68,500.00
By Inton Tax Refund 77.00 By Closing Balance C/d
By Income Tax Refund 15,363.00 Cash in Hand 16,571.00
By Life Membership fee (to be Refunded) 15,000.00 SB1CD A/c No.32161437121 89,741.50

SB1SB A/c No. 30641981434 4,64,355.87 5,70,668.37

8,68,110.37 _3.63,110-3=7-

PLACE : GUWAHATI
DATE : 04/07/2022
UDIN : 22054479AMEWPB7752

IN TERMS OF OUR SEPARATE REPORT OF EVEN DATE

100

FOR RA] KUMAR JAIN & CO.
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
FRN: 320024E

(K P.SHARMA )
PARTNER
M.No. 034479
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FORM NO. 10AC
(See rule 17A/11AA/2C)
Order for provisional registration
| PAN AAAAO3660R
2 Name OLD BOYS ASSOCIATION
SAINIK SCHOOL GOALPARA

2a Address
FlatvDoor/Building 0
Name of premises/Building/Village MORMAI RAJAPARA
Road/Street/Post Office Rajapara S.O
Area/Locality Dahikata
Town/City/District ol pos GOALPARA
State ;ﬁ i o 5 "‘;q;‘_h
Country lfr :’:‘}f%;’;? :
Pin Code/Zip Code [/} N d 783183

3 Document Identifica - ;_al Number / 335;&:'& AA 1:10 3660RE2021101

a Application Number \\ |k G | 434813790260322

5 Unique Registration Ndtgber g, % p&HAO3660RE20211
6 Section/sub-section/clausSubtiaus ;?/' clause (vi) of claGS€ (ac) of

which:provisional registration is.gir -SubssCction{(1) of section™2A

Date of provisional registration

institution is provisionally registesex

Assessment year or years forw % st

Order for provisional registration:

a. After considering the application of the applicant and the material available on
record, the applicant is hereby granted provisional registration with effect from the
assessment year mentioned at serial no 8 above subject to the conditions mentioned
in row number 10.

b. The taxability, or otherwise, of the income of the applicant would be separately
considered as per the provisions of the Income Tax Act, 1961.

c. This order is liable to be withdrawn by the prescribed authority if it is subsequently
found that the activities of the applicant are not genuine or if they are not carried out
in accordance with all or any of the conditions subject to which it is granted, if it is
found that the applicant has obtained the provisional registration by fraud or
misrepresentation of facts or it is found that the assessee has violated any condition
prescribed in the Income Tax Act, 1961.

10

Conditions subject to which provisional registration is being granted

The provisional registration is granted subject to the following conditions:-
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a As and when there is a move to amend or aller the objects/rules nnd regulations of
the applicant, prior approval ol the Commissioner of Income Tax shall be sought
along with the draft of the amendcd deed and no such amendment shall be effected
until and unless the approval is accorded.

b. In the event of dissolution, surplus and assets shall be given to an organization,
which has similar objects and no pari of the same will po direcily or indirectly to
anybody specified in section 13(3) of the Income Tax Act, 1961.

c. In case the trust/institution is converted into any form, merged into any other entity
or dissolved in any previous year in terms of provisions of section 115TD, the
applicant shall be liable 10 pay tax and interest in respect of accreted income within
specified ime as per provisions of section 115TD to 115TF of the Income Tax Act,
1961 unless the application for fresh registration under section 12AB for the said
previous year is granted by the Commissioner.

d. The Trust/ Institution should quote the PAN in all its communications with the
Department.

e. The registration u/s 12AB of the Income Tax Act, 1961 does not automatically
confer any right on the donors to claim deduction u/s 80G.

f. Order u/s 12AB read with section 12A does not confer any right of exemption upon
the applicant w/s 11 and 12 of Income Tax Act, 1961. Such exemption from taxation
will be available only after the Assessing Officer is satisfied about the genuineness of
the activities promised or.¢laimed to be carried on in each Financial Year relevant to
the Assessment Year and all the provisions of law acted upon. This will be further
subject to provisions of section 2(15) of the Income Tax Act, 1961.

2. No change in terms of Trust Deedf Memorandum of Association shall be effected
without due procedure of law and its intimation shall be given immediately to Office
of the Jurisdictional Commissioner of Income Tax. The registering authority reserves
the right to consider whether any such alteration in objects would be consistent with
the definition of “charitable purpose" under thad&ct and in conformity with the
requirement of continuity of registratipn=yy T

hThe Trust/ Society/ Non Prefit Company shall maintain accounts regularly and
shallget these accounts audited in accordance with the provisions of the section
12A(1)b) of the Income Tax Act, 1961. Seperate accounts in respect of each activity
as specified in Trust Deed/ Memorandum of Association shall be maintained. A copy
of such account shall be submitted to the-Assessing Officer. A public notice of the
activities carned on/ to be carried on and the target group(s){intented beneficiaries)
shall be duly displayed at the Registered/ Designated.Office of the Organisation.

i. The Trust/ Institution shall furnish a return of income every year within the time
limit prescribed under the Income Tax Act, 1961.

J. Seperate accounts in respect of profits and gains of business incidental to
attainment of objects shall be maintained in compliance to section 11(4A) of Income
Tax Act, 1961.

k. The registered office or the principal place of activity of the applicant should not
be transferred outside the jurisdiction of Jurisdictional Commissioner of Income Tax
except with the prior approval.

l. No asset shall be transferred without the knowledge of Jurisdictional Commissioner
of Income Tax to anvone, including to any Trust/ Society/ Non Profit Company etc.

m. The registration so granted is liable to be cancelled at any point of time if the
registering authority is satisfied that activities of the Trust/ Institution/ Non Profit
Company are not genuine or are not being carried out in accordance with the objects
of the Trust/ Institution/ Non Profit Company.

n. If it is found later on that the registration has been obtained fraudulently by
misrepresentation or suppression of any fact, the registration so granted is liable to be
cancelled as per the provision u/s section 12AB(4) of the Act.
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o. This certificate cannot be used as a basis for claiming non-deduction of tax at
source 1n respect of investments etc. relating to the Trust/ Institution.

p- All the Public Money so received including for Corpus or any contribution shall be
routed through a Bank Account whose number shall be communicated to Office of
the Jurisdictional Commissioner of Income Tax.

q. The applicant shall comply with the provisions of the Income Tax Act, 1961 read
with the Income Tax Rules, 1962.

r. The registration and the Unique registration number has been instantly granted and
if, at any point of time, it is noticed that form for registration has not been duly filled
in by not providing, fully or partly, or by providing false or incorrect information or
documents required to be provided under sub-rule (1) or (2) of rule 17A or by not
complying with the requirements of sub- rule (3) or (4) of the said rule, the
registration and Unique Registration Number (URN), shall be cancelled and the
registration and URN shall be deemed to have never been granted or 1ssued.

Name and Designation of the Registration Principal Commissioner of Income
Granting Authority Tax/ Commissioner of Income Tax
(Digitally signed)

Signature Not Verified
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Awards instituted by OBASSG Members for the cadets of SSG

Award instituted by Winner Field
Maj. Gen. Ananta Bhuyan Cdt. Anurodh Kumar Class XI Topper
Roll No. 780 6110/Lachit House in Academics
2020
CREnILEs Cdt. Azmain Mehtab 6531 S3G Entrance Topper
(In memory of Cdt. Rayan Haque 6666 Vernacular Medium
Late Nagendra Chandra Das) 2022
Cdt. Maharnab Gogo1 6808

1993-2000 Batch Cdt. Dipansu Kr. Singh | Highest marks in PCM
(In memory of 5978 Udaigiri House in Class XII
[ate Mridul Kalita 3252)
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